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SECTI ON 12: ACCESSI Bl LI TY PROVI SI ONS FOR THE DI SABLED

12.1 Ceneral. This section provides design gui dance on the
application of accessibility requirenents. Facilities are required to be
accessi ble to disabl ed persons and shall be designed and constructed or
retrofitted in accordance with the Uni form Federal Accessibility
Standards (UFAS) (reference 12a). Al facilities shall also be designed
and constructed or retrofitted in accordance with the Americans wth
Disabilities Act Accessibility Quidelines (ADAAG (reference 12b)
whenever the ADAAG provi des equal or greater accessibility requirenents
than the UFAS. In general, all facilities worldw de which are open to
the public, or to limted segnents of the public, or which may be visited
by the public in the conduct of normal business, shall be accessible to
di sabl ed persons.

12.2 Mlitary Exclusions. Facilities which are intended for the
use of, or occupancy by, or staffed by only able-bodied mlitary
personnel need not be designed to be accessible by disabled persons;
however, accessibility is recormended. The term "able-bodied mlitary
personnel” is defined as all active duty mlitary personnel. Tenporary
facilities, such as troop aide stations and fleet hospital nobilization
units used during nilitary conflicts, need not be accessible.

12.3 Overseas Facilities. DoD-funded facilities constructed
overseas wi |l be accessible. Facilities for which the United States
contributes a portion of the construction cost but does not control
design criteria (such as NATO funded facilities) need not be accessible.
Facilities being constructed by or for use by the United States under the
| aws, codes, rules, and regul ati ons of another country need not be
accessible. Facilities being | eased by the United States in other
countries should be accessible.

12. 4 TMA DMFO Conpl i ance Requir enent .

12.4.1 TMN DMFO policy is that all spaces serving patients, staff,
and visitors shall be designed to be accessible to the disabl ed.

TMY DMFO prograns adequate net area to design all patient dressing roons,
pati ent bedroons, and patient bedroomtoilets as accessible spaces even

t hough UFAS/ ADAAG requires only 10 percent of these spaces to be
accessi bl e.

12.4.2 Conpliance with criteria is the responsibility of the
designer; certification of conpliance is the responsibility of the design
agent. Include a conpleted checklist with the S-2 Schematic Design

Submi ssion and the S-4 Final Concept Design submittal. The checklists
nmust be acconpani ed by sketch | ayouts showi ng the total access-egress
systemon the site and within the building. Include final |ayouts as
part of final design

12.5 St ai rways.
12.5.1 Stairway Wdth. The designer will review the UFAS, ADAAG

and NFPA criteria to deternmine the mninmumclear wi dth between handrails
for each stairway adjacent to an area of rescue assistance.

12.5.1.1 For high-rise wings or building elenments normally served by
el evators, and in which stairways are provided prinmarily for energency
egress, NFPA 101 criteria will govern

12.5.1.2 For multistory building elenments renote fromel evators, or
wherever the building |ayout and proposed functional use make it obvious
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that stairways will be routinely used for vertical access, ADAAG will
govern.

12.5.1.2 Stairway Rise. The requirenents in NFPA 101 shall govern

12. 6 Medi cal Device Controls. Controls for nedical gases,
Operating Roomlights, sterilizers and sinilar nedical equipnment may be

| ocated as recommended by the equi pment manufacturer(s). Conpliance with
UFAS reach ranges is not required for this equiprent.

12. 7 Visual Alarns. Provide visual alarns in conmpbn use spaces
and public use spaces as defined by and in accordance with the conmon use
and public use criteria contained in the ADAAG

12.7.1 The design agent is responsible for interpretation of ADAAG
visual alarm | ocation.

12.7.2 Visual alarns are not required in areas used only by

enpl oyees as work areas. These areas are defined as individual offices
and individual work stations), nechanical, electrical and tel ephone
closets, janitor’s closets, and sinmilar unoccupi ed spaces that are not
conmon use areas nor assigned work areas. This may include other staff-
only spaces within a facility.

12.7.3 Irregul ar strobe action can be deadly to individuals
susceptible to epileptic seizures. Install visual alarns in accordance
with NFPA 72, giving consideration to synchronization of visual alarm
flash rates.

12. 8 Interpretati ons and Wi vers.

12.8.1 Wai ver Authority. The Architectural Transportation Barriers
Act pernmits the nodification or waiver of the UFAS and the ADAAG when
appropriate cause can be shown that a nodification or waiver is clearly
necessary. Waivers will be granted only in extraordinary circunstances
on a case-by-case basis. Requests for nodifications or waivers should be
sent to the nilitary service's designated Design Agent for review The
Design Agent will forward his reconmmendation to TMA DMFO for coordination
of final decision by the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Cvilian
Per sonnel Policy).

12.8.2 Interpretations. The Architectural and Transportation
Barriers Conpliance Board (ATBCB) will provide technical assistance and
interpretations of the UFAS and the ADAAG directly to the Design Agents.
A copy of all interpretations and wai vers obtained by the Design Agents
from ATBCB shall be provided to the TMW DMFO for incorporation in the
next update of this Handbook. The ATBCB has provided witten
interpretations to UFAS on questions posed to them These
interpretations are applicable to all TMY DMFO projects and have been

i ncl uded in Appendix D

12.8.3 Wai vers. Waivers have been granted by ASD(FM&P) and are
i ncluded in Appendix D for further gui dance on projects where the sane
condi tions exist.

12.9 As-built Drawings. As-built drawi ngs provided at the
conpl etion of the project will include information on features for the
di sabl ed. Applicable drawi ngs nust be namintained in the project file
along with copies of the certified checklists.
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