Veterans Day 2003

by Alan Dooley
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Veterans Day this year will be day of great meaning for more than 100,000 brave young men and women of our armed forces.  For they are serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, becoming what the day is intended to recognize, veterans of our nation’s wars.


Veterans Day is semi unique among American national holidays.  It was originally established in 1926 to observe Armistice Day, and mark the end of the First World War – on the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month.  In 1954 it’s meaning was broadened by President Dwight D. Eisenhower to become a day to remember all Americans who have served in our nation’s conflicts.  


Every year hundreds of speeches and messages were written, intoning such words as… “Americans should pause to remember…”  

But by 1968 – half a century after World War I, and most of those veterans were dead – the date was changed.

Veterans Day was moved to the fourth Monday in October, converting it to become part of a convenient three-day weekend, strategically positioned between Labor Day and Thanksgiving.


But only 10 years later, in 1978, enough Americans were troubled that we had stopped observing a day of great significance in our nation’s history, and our Congress restored Veterans Day to the 11th day of he 11th month. 


Veterans Day should be a day on par with the 4th of July.  On that single day in 1776, our great experiment in democracy that would become the United States of America, was born.


Veterans Day, on the other hand commemorates not a single event and a small number of brave patriots.  Rather it recognizes all of the men and women who have fought our nation’s enemies, down through more than two centuries, to ensure that that noble endeavor would survive.


There will be no picnics, fireworks and band concerts to make the day festive.  It will be just another day to so many Americans.  But it is a day designated for our nation to recognize those who have served her when she has called – who have endured hardships, who have struggled and sacrificed – who have born terrible burdens in distant lands, far from loved ones and home.


If you know a veteran, thank him or her this Veterans Day, November 11th.  Thank that person for making all that you have accomplished and managed to accumulate, possible.  Tell them that you appreciate them for what they have done.  If you don’t know one, stop, pause, and reflect.  Then thank them all.  We owe them no less.

And oh, let’s not forget again.  Another generation of veterans is being created right now.

