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REAL ESTATE PLANNING AND ACQUISITION
The USACE Fwd element provides technical real estate guidance and advice to the CINC. It recommends real estate policies and operational procedures. It acquires, manages, disposes of, administers payment for rent and damages of, handles claims for, and prepares records and reports for real estate used within the theater. The theater element also exercises staff supervision over real estate operations of subordinate Army commands and provides real estate support to other US services. 

Real estate planning must be initiated in the preparatory phases of a campaign by a planning group, which includes the USACE Fwd and representatives of all service commanders. The ASCC engineer participates in all planning activities. Besides plans for real estate operations during hostilities, real estate requirements for the occupation period after hostilities cease should be considered. 

US forces acquire the real estate that they need by seizure or requisition and without formal documentation. They resort to seizure only when an urgent military situation arises and only with the approval of the commander who is responsible for that area. HN property may be occupied without documentation to the extent that tactical operations dictate and according to US/HN agreements. Normally, property is obtained through requisition, which involves a demand on the owner of the property or the owner's representative. No rent or other compensation is paid for requisitioned or seized real estate in a CZ or for damages resulting from acts of war or from ordinary military wear and tear. 

Outside the active CZ, real estate is normally acquired by lease or HN agreements, and all transactions are documented thoroughly under the applicable provisions of theater directives. Large tracts of real estate are required for ports, staging areas, training and maneuver areas, leave centers, supply depots, and HQ installations. Some of this property may be highly developed and may have considerable value to the civilian population. Procedures must be followed to provide the property required while ensuring that the legal rights of owners are protected.

