CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 10 JANUARY 2003

Congress


Before the 1st session of the 108th Congress can move ahead with the 11 remaining appropriations bills, the Senate must adopt an organizing resolution under which to operate.  An organizing resolution must be adopted before any committee can conduct business.  What is holding up the resolution is how much committee funding Democrats should receive for staffing and investigations.   


Senate Republicans huddled Wednesday to adopt an agenda for the upcoming year under the direction of Republican leadership, including new Majority Leader Bill Frist of Tennessee. While many details were lacking, the five priorities cited by new Republican Conference Chairman Rick Santorum (R-PA) were an economic stimulus package, support to the President in combating terrorism, funding of the “Leave NO Child Behind” law, a prescription drug benefit under Medicare, and an energy policy to include drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska.


House leadership has forged ahead with choosing leaders, committee chairs, and is about to finish committee membership rosters.  The Senate, caught in a partisan standoff, has made no such progress.  Senate Democrats want the committee membership split to be the same as the ratio between Senate Republicans and Democrats, 51 to 49. New chairs of House committees include Californians Christopher Cox (47th District) heading the new Select Committee on Homeland Security, Duncan Hunter (52nd  District) heading the House Armed Services Committee (HASC), and Richard W. Pombo (11th District) chairing the Resources Committee. Don Young (R-AL-AK) retains the chairmanship of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.  

On the House Appropriations Committee (HAC), C.W. Bill Young (R-10-FL) remains the chair of the full committee.  ‘Cardinals’ that have been selected to chair subcommittees include David L. Hobson (R-7-OH), Energy and Water Development; and Joe Knollenberg (R-11-MI), Military Construction.  Cardinals of importance to the Corps who retain their positions from the 107th Congress include Jerry Lewis (R-40-CA), Defense, and Jim Kolbe (R-5-AZ), Foreign Operations. This year marks the first time that nominees had to be approved by the Republican Steering Committee as well as House leadership.  Open seats on the HAC have gone to Republicans Dave Weldon (R-15-FL), Ander Crenshaw (R-4-FL), Mike Simpson (R-2-ID), Mark Steven Kirk (R-10-IL), and John Culberson (R-7-TX), as well as Democrats Sanford Bishop Jr (D-2-GA) and Marion Berry (D-1-AR).


Incoming chair of the House Armed Services Committee (HASC), Duncan Hunter, has restructured that committee.  The old and new subcommittees, along with the chairs are given below.

	Old Subc.
	New Subc.
	Chair

	Installations & Facilities
	Tactical Air & Land Forces
	Curt Weldon (R-7-PA)

	Personnel
	Strategic Forces
	Terry Everett (R-2-AL)

	Procurement
	Total Force
	John McHugh (R-24-NY)

	Readiness
	Readiness
	Joel Hefley (R-5-CO)

	Research & Dev’t.
	Projection Forces
	Roscoe Bartlett (R-6-MD)

	
	Terrorism
	James Saxton (R-3-NJ)


 
This restructuring, Hunter stated, will allow the committee to place greater emphasis on unconventional threats and enhance the nation’s capabilities to respond to them. Congressman Hefley’s subcommittee will have jurisdiction over MilCon and Family Housing.


In other congressional news, Senator Zell Miller (D-GA) announced he would not seek reelection in 2004.  He did not state the reason why he is leaving the Senate, nor why he will not campaign to help the Democrats hold on to the seat.  Frank Murkowski, former Senator from Alaska, and now governor of that state, has selected his daughter, Lisa Murkowski, to fill out his term.  Finally, former Representatives Tim Roemer (D-3-IN), Dick Armey (R-26-TX, outgoing Majority Leader), Bob Barr (R-7-GA), and Ken Bentsen (D-25-TX), as well as former Senator Tim Hutchinson(R-AR) have already found jobs in the private sector as policy advisors in various arenas.

Appropriations


 Only two appropriations bills have been signed into law, Defense (PL 107-208) and Military Construction (PL 107-249). The fifth continuing resolution (CR) expires tomorrow.  The first CR considered by the new Congress, H J Res 1, would keep the government running through 31 January. The House approved H J Res 1 on 8 January and by the Senate on 9 January. A second CR, H J Res 2, will likely be used as an Omnibus bill, with the remaining 11 appropriations bills attached.  It would also give the Defense Department $2.5 billion in transfer authority to meet the requirements of the government’s military campaign against terrorism.  The bill would not go back to the full House, just to conferees.  It’s likely that the appropriations bills would be incorporated by reference.  Appropriators hope to finish their work by the State of the Union on 28 January.

Markup of the $385 billion Omnibus bill will begin next week. The amount is intended to keep in line with the President’s demand that discretionary appropriations be limited to $750.5 billion.  Defense funding has taken about $365 billion of that figure.  The new FY 03 allocation for Energy and Water that appropriators have agreed to is $26.2 billion, more than the Bush request ($25.5 B), less than the Senate allocation last year ($26.3 B) but more than the previous House allocation ($26.0 B).  

Budget


US spending on defense may grow by as much as 25 percent over the next 15 years to support new weapons systems, according to the Congressional Budget Office (CBO). Research and development costs, along with weapons purchases could increase by 38 percent if the costs of weapons grow at the historic rate.   Also projected to rise considerably are medical, payroll and operations costs. CBO’s report takes into consideration the $5 million of projected savings each year following the 5th round of base closures that will begin in 2005. The report also suggests that, over time, defense spending should shrink as a share of overall federal spending due to the soaring costs associated with health care and retirement plans.

Homeland Security


Christopher Cox, selected as Chair of the new House Select Committee on Homeland Security, has his work cut out for him, overseeing interagency turf wars.  Of paramount importance is the revamping of information technology so that all government databases of relevance can be understood by all other agency databases.  In fact, none of the merging information systems owns computer systems that can speak to each other.  To make matters worse, there is no mandate or funding for addressing this issue in the recently passed Homeland Security law.  To accommodate the new department, the HAC may consolidate the Military Construction and Defense Subcommittees into one, and create a new Homeland Security Subcommittee.  It looks like the new agency will be headquartered in northern Virginia, not in Washington.  The Virginia delegation persuasively argued that the agency should be located away from the Capitol, White House and other prime targets.


Major sources:  Bloomberg.com, 8 January; Congressional Quarterly Daily Monitor, 23 December, 6, 7, 9, 10 January; CQ Midday Update, 9 January; CQ Weekly, 7 December; Defense Daily, 10 January; GovExec.com, 6 January; Philadelphia Inquirer, 6, 9 January; Washington Post, 6, 9 January.    
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