CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 10 MAY 2002

Appropriations


Members of the House Appropriations Committee (HAC) attempted to wrap up the FY 02 Supplemental Appropriations bill on Thursday, but were not successful.  Work will resume on the bill next Tuesday. Funds have been added so that the total is now approximately $29.4 billion. Previous estimates for the supplemental were as high as $35 billion.  In an effort to court conservative support for the bill, all the spending not designated for response to the terrorist attacks of 9/11 would be offset by cuts elsewhere.  The new total includes economic aid to Israel, humanitarian aid to Palestinian refugees, and aid to states to upgrade their election systems.  Also included is a provision that gives the Defense Department and the State Department the right to give $100 million to any ally in the war against terrorism.  About $14 billion would go towards the war against terrorism.  Conservatives are still unhappy that the measure exceeds President Bush’s original request.

Authorizations


The House passed the Defense Authorization bill (HR 4546) early this morning. The controversy swirling around the $11 billion Crusader artillery system slowed down work on the bill and will likely slow its passage in the Senate (S 2225).  The Administration wants to cancel weapons systems designed for Cold War threats to free up funding for more modern weaponry, as does Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld.  The House version of the bill provides $475 million for Crusader in 2003.   It also includes $6.8 billion for missile defense, and gives the Pentagon exemptions to two major environmental laws – the Endangered Species Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The Senate version of the bill slashes $1 billion from missile defense, diverting money to ship building programs.  If the cut is retained, it could make for a divisive conference. 



The Defense bill now stands at $383.4 billion, about $4 billion more than President Bush sought in his budget plan.  The President’s $48 billion increase over the current year’s military allocation had already marked the biggest one-year jump in inflation-adjusted dollars since 1966.   

Congress


Representative Steve Buyer (R-5-IN) has won the first incumbent-incumbent election in Indiana’s restructured 4th district.  He beat Republican freshman Brian Kerns, who held the seat in the old 7th district.


The following is a list of Member departures from the 107th Congress and the reason for the departure – retirement, running for other office, or defeated in primary.

	SENATE
	

	Phil Gramm (R-TX)
	Retiring

	Jesse Helms (R-NC)
	Retiring

	Frank Murkowski
	Running for Governor

	Fred Thompson (R-TN)
	Retiring

	Strom Thurmond (R-SC)
	Retiring

	HOUSE
	

	Richard Armey (R-TX)
	Retiring

	John Baldacci (D-ME)
	Running for Governor

	James Barcia (D-MI)
	Retiring

	Thomas Barrett (D-WI)
	Running for Governor

	Ken Bentsen (D-TX)
	Running for Senate

	Rod Blagojevich (D-IL)
	Running for Governor

	David Bonior (D-MI)
	Running for Governor

	Bob Borski (D-PA)
	Retiring

	Sonny Callahan (R-AL)
	Retiring

	Saxby Chambliss (R-GA)
	Running for Senate

	Eva Clayton (D-NC)
	Retiring

	Bob Clement (D-TN)
	Running for Senate

	John Cooksey (R-LA)
	Running for Senate

	Gary Condit (D-CA)
	Defeated in Primary

	William Coyne (D-PA)
	Retiring

	Robert L Ehrlich Jr. (R-MD)
	Running for Governor

	Greg Ganske (R-IA)
	Running for Senate

	Porter Goss (R-FL)
	Retiring

	Lindsey Graham (R-DC)
	Running for Senate

	James Hansen (U-UT)
	Retiring

	Van Hilleary (R-TN)
	Running for Governor

	Steve Horn (R-CA)
	Retiring

	Brian Kerns (R-IN)
	Defeated in Primary

	Dan Miller (R-FL)
	Retiring

	Bob Riley (R-AL)
	Running for Governor

	Tim Roemer (D-IN)
	Retiring

	Marge Roukema (R-NJ)
	Retiring

	Tom Sawyer (D-OH) 
	Defeated in Primary

	Bob Schaffer (R-CO)
	Retiring

	Joe Skeen (R-NM)
	Retiring

	Bob Stump (R-AZ)
	Retiring

	John Sununu (R-NH)
	Running for Senate

	John Thune (R-SD)
	Running for Senate

	Wes Watkins (R-OK)
	Retiring



Major sources:  Atlanta Journal and Constitution, 8 May; Congressional Quarterly Daily Monitor, 8, 10 May; Congressional Quarterly Midday Update, 7, 9, 10 May; Defense Daily, 8, 9 May; Environment and Energy Daily, 6 May; Los Angeles Times, 10 May; New York Times, 7 May; OCLL Programs Daily Update, 7 May; Washington Post, 10 May; Washington Times, 7 May.
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