CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 12 JULY 2002

Appropriations

The FY 02 Emergency Supplemental conference was abruptly cancelled today after the White House demanded cuts to the Senate’s $30.4 billion and the $28.8 billion House version.  On Thursday, Office of Management and Budget Director Mitch Daniels told both chambers that the cost needed to be trimmed and that the bill risked a veto by the President if over his request of $28.8 billion.  Appropriators had reached agreements on the majority of the bill. Director Daniels has stated that $28.8 billion is the most the Administration will accept.  Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld has stated that unless the bill is passed by 15 July, training exercises may have to be cancelled, basic maintenance deferred, and some civilian employees furloughed.  Top appropriators have requested a meeting with the President.  


The Senate is expected to begin moving on the FY 2003 Defense Appropriations bill next week.  Republicans have stated that they may block other FY 03 spending bills unless Defense is taken up soon.  Subcommittee markup is tentatively set for 16 July, with full committee action expected on 18 July. 


S 2709, the FY 03 MilCon Appropriations bill, has languished in the Senate the last few days due to some Members desire to push through the Emergency Supplemental (HR 4775) first.  Senator Jon Kyl (R-AZ) wants the Senate to attach emergency disaster-relief funds for floods and fires to one of the spending measures before considering MilCon.  Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison has stated she would prefer to attach the money to the Emergency Supplemental.  The MilCon measure  has been ready for floor action all week, but has not moved.

An unnumbered Energy and Water Development bill has been approved by the House Energy and Water Development Appropriations Subcommittee. The bill would provide $ 4.76 billion to the Corps for water infrastructure projects, $586 million more than requested by the Administration, and $134 million over the current level.  

Authorizations


Conference on the Defense Authorization bill (HR 4546/S 2514) has begun but work may have to continue in September.  The House divided the bill into two parts.  HR 4546 is the main bill, and HR 4547 is the $10 billion “Cost of War Against Terrorism” bill.  The House Armed Services Committee (HASC) is expected to mark up HR 4547 next week.  The Administration has only given an outline of how the money would be spent, fostering ongoing resistance to its passage. The White House breaks out expenditures like so:  $2.55 billion for personnel programs, $5.57 billion for operations and maintenance and for military construction, and $1.88 billion for procurement, and research and development.  The Senate has not broken the bill into two parts, but includes terrorism expenses in their version of the bill (S 2514), which totals $393.4 billion.  The House version totals $384 billion.


Progress on New Homeland Security Department


Congressional hearings involving several committees have begun in an attempt to stand up the new department by the first anniversary of 9/11.  In the Senate, the Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry; Energy and Natural Resources; Environment and Public Works; and Judiciary Committees have held hearings and markups this week of the “Bush Plan” and, in the House, the Agriculture, Appropriations, Armed Services, Energy and Commerce, Government Reform, Homeland Security, International Relations, Judiciary, Science, Transportation and Infrastructure, and Ways and Means Committees have recently have recently held hearings or markups. The “Bush Plan” calls for combining 170,000 employees from 22 agencies into the new $38 billion Homeland Security Department. The Congressional Budget Office this week estimated that establishment of the office will require an expenditure of about $3 billion between 2003 and 2007.  

This week Secretary of State Colin Powell, Attorney General John Ashcroft, Department of Defense Secretary Rumsfeld, and Treasury Secretary Paul O’Neill endorsed Bush’s plan.  Two components of the plan were turned down this week – the inclusion of the Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) and of the Coast Guard in the new department. Some in the House want FEMA to stay independent, freeing its continued focus on natural disasters, and some want the Coast Guard to continue to focus on search and rescue and fisheries protection.  Other changes to the Administration’s plan include placing the Secret Service in the Justice Department, not the new agency, and placing the enforcement portion of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, which includes border control, in Homeland Security but keeping services of immigrants and visitors within the Justice Department.   The Defense Department stands to lose the National Communications System and the yet-to-be-established National Bio-Weapons Defense Analysis Center to the new agency.

Congress


Legislative goals set by House Majority Leader Dick Armey (R-26-TX) for the time period up until the August recess include FY 03 appropriations bills, or at least   conference reports.  High on the list are the Defense, MilCon, Emergency Supplemental, and Interior Appropriations bills, and a bill to tighten security at the Nation’s ports.     


House Republicans are vying for the Republican Conference Chairman position now that J.C. Watts Jr. (R-4-OK) has announced his retirement from the House. Current Vice Chairwoman Deborah Pryce (R-15-OH) is a leading contender for that position, while Jack Kingston (R-1-GA) and Barbara Cubin (R-1-WY) are vying for Pryce’s slot.  Another contender for Watts’ position is J.D. Hayworth (R-6-AZ), an assistant whip.  Cubin is currently the party Secretary.  John Doolittle (R-4-CA) is expected to run for Cubin’s slot.  


Also setting off a scramble in Congress is the Democratic vacancy on the House Appropriations Committee due to Carrie Meek’s (D-17-FL) retirement at the end of this session.  Contenders include Maxine Waters (D-35-CA), Marion Berry (D-1-AR), Darlene Hooley (D-5-OR), Bennie Thompson (D-2-MS), and Bernard Sanders (I-1-VT). 


Major sources:  Congressional Quarterly Daily Monitor, 9, 10, 11, 12 July; Congressional Quarterly Midday Update, 1, 2, 9, 12 July; Defense Daily, 12 July; DefenseNews.com, 9 July; Newport News Daily Press, 12 July; San Diego Union-Tribune, 10 July; USA Today, 12 July; Wall Street Journal, 12 July; Washington Post, 12 July.  
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