CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 14 FEBRUARY 2003

Congress


Both Chambers are recessed until 24 February.


Members have been appointed for the House Select Committee on Homeland Security.  The Chair is Christopher Cox R-47-CA) and the Ranking Member is Jane Harman (D-36-CA).  High-profile GOP members include Appropriations Chair C.W. Bill Young (R-10-FL), Judiciary Chair F. James Sensenbrenner (R-9-WI), Transportation and Infrastructure Chair Don Young (R-AL-AK), Energy and Commerce Chair Billy Tauzin (R-3-LA),  and House Armed Services Chair Duncan Hunter (R-52-CA).  Senior Democrats include Edward Markey (D-7-MA), Benjamin Cardin (D-3-MD), Zoe Lofgren (D-16-CA), Barnie Frank (D-4-MA), Peter DeFazio (D-4-OR), and Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC).  The Chairman stated recently that the committee will have subcommittees, but he did not know how those would be organized.  

Appropriations


A $397.4 billion spending package was approved by the House 338-83 yesterday.  It was then passed by the Senate, 76-20.  Over 3,000 pages long, it is the largest appropriations bill in history.  The last remaining obstacle to bill passage had been the appropriate mechanism to fund $3.1 billion of drought aid.  A compromise solution was reached Wednesday evening.  Added to the Omnibus bill in the 11th hour of negotiations were $3.9 billion for intelligence activities and $6.1 billion for military operations in Afghanistan.  These last minute additions led to a total well beyond the President’s original request of $385.9 billion. The additions were somewhat offset by an across the board .65 percent spending cut.


A total of approximately $4.63 billion of the  $397.4 billion is earmarked for the Corps of Engineers.  This is $457 million over the Administration’s request, but $28 million below FY02.  The measure will be sent to the President shortly.  He is expected to sign it before the current Continuing Resolution (CR) expires on 20 February.   


Due to the increasingly likelihood of war with Iraq, a supplemental appropriations bill will likely be submitted by the Administration soon.  The submittal could include $20 billion for military operations in Afghanistan as well as homeland security spending.  If warfare actually breaks out, the total could be much higher.


Because Congress is recessed next week, there will be no Congressional Activities Report.  The next Report will again be issued on 28 Feb 03. 


Major sources: Aerospace Daily, 13 Feb; CQ Today, 11-14 Feb; Washington Post, 14 Feb.


Point of contact for this report is Georgeanne Lewis Reynolds, Ph.D., Office of Congressional Affairs, (202) 761-1058.

