CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 14 JUNE 2002

Appropriations


Work on the Emergency Supplemental spending bill has slowed progress on the 13 appropriations bills for FY 03.   A formal conference on the bill may occur next week.  The bill is expected to be sent to the President before Congress recesses for the Independence Day break on 28 June.  The Senate version of the bill, passed 7 June, totals $31.5 billion, while the House version totals about $28.8 billion. The two versions differ on several foreign policy issues as well as on money.  The two bills are similar in that they both would match the President’s $14 billion defense request and $5.5 billion for post-9/11 recovery efforts in New York.  The House picked its conferees on 12 June.


Appropriators have slated the Defense Appropriations bill first on their agenda.  This bill allocates about half of all discretionary spending. However, the amount is considered so restrictive, according to some House GOP Members, that there is talk of reallocating defense funds to other appropriations bills.  For example, some defense funding will likely be put in the Energy and Water bill.  Four other spending measures will be marked up by the House Appropriations Committee (HAC) before the start of the July 4th recess – Military Construction, Legislative Branch, Interior, and Treasury-Postal Service.

The MilCon Appropriations bill has already been marked up by the MilCon Subcommittee, but it will now take a back seat to the Defense bill.  This week, the HAC MilCon Subcommittee restored nearly $1 billion in cuts proposed by the President.  The total appropriation as approved by voice vote is $10.1 billion, $522 million less than last year’s appropriation.  It includes $5.3 billion for military construction projects, $4.2 billion for military family housing and $545 million for costs associated with previous base closure rounds.  

On 11 June, the Senate voted 68-29 to add $450 billion to the $5.95 trillion legal limit on the federal debt.  This amount would be sufficient to keep the government running until Election Day, 5 November.

Authorizations

The Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) has decided to keep the Crusader weapons program, at least temporarily.  Defense officials have estimated that killing this initiative could cost $284 million this year, or $584 million next year. An amendment offered on Thursday would divert $476 million from the Crusader to a program researching three future artillery systems, of which Crusader is one. If Crusader is chosen, the same amount of funding would go directly to that program. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld is threatening to recommend that the President veto the bill if it includes Senate provisions that would cut his missile defense request by $814 million, or 10%.  Although national missile defense remains controversial, a ground-breaking ceremony will be held tomorrow at Fort Greely, Alaska, where construction crews will begin building five 80-foot-deep silos.  On 12 June, the United States officially withdrew from the 30-year-old Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty with Russia, thus allowing construction of the system to begin. 

More money is being sought by the Pentagon for the chemical demilitarization program.  Assistant Secretary of the Army for Installations and Environment Dr. Mario Fiori has stated that if more money is allocated, the program could be completed by 2012.  About  25% of the original ‘Chem Demil’ stockpile has been destroyed.  Currently, there are stockpiles in eight states, Maryland, Indiana, Oregon, Utah, Arkansas, Kentucky, Colorado and Alabama.

A Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) bill will be the subject of a Senate hearing on 18 June.  The Army’s draft WRDA is now under review at OMB. “Corps Reform” will also be a topic at the hearing.

Congress  


Congress is considering creating a new agency, the Department of Homeland Security.  Although some Members are grumbling about the creation of a new bureaucracy, there seems to be general support for the new agency. Joseph Lieberman (D-CT) will shortly introduce legislation in the Senate to create the department. In the House, Speaker Hastert (R-14-IL) will introduce similar legislation.  The White House is expected to submit legislative language as soon as next week, and Majority Leader Dick Armey (R-26-TX) is striving to pass a bill by the first anniversary of the terrorist attacks on 9/11. The Administration’s plan is to combine the security functions of 22 agencies with a workforce of 170,000 and a proposed FY 03 budget of $37.5 billion.


HAC Chairman C.W. Bill Young (R-10-FL) stated on 11 June that a 14th appropriations subcommittee on spending may be created because of the creation of the new Homeland Security agency and the resultant need to rework some of Congress’ FY 03 spending bills later this year.  The new agency’s creation may also mean that some appropriations bills would not be passed until early next year. 


All conferees for the Energy bill conference have now been chosen.  The Senate chose 17 last month, and the House has appointed 55 Members.  The Senate and House versions have different provisions on oil exploration and opening the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), energy conservation and taxes.  The Senate version is more conservation-oriented, while the House version is more development-oriented.  


The sentencing hearing for James Traficant, Jr. (D-17-OH) for his conviction on conspiracy, bribery, filing a false income tax return and racketeering, has been postponed until 30 July.  Traficant could get up to 63 years in prison. He is seeking re-election as an Independent candidate.


Among Majority Leader Tom Daschle’s (D-SD) priorities in the Senate this summer are bills to repeal the estate tax and ban human cloning, as well as finish the Defense Authorization bill before the Independence Day recess.  After Congress reconvenes, Daschle has indicated that he wants to work on a bill creating a prescription drug benefit under Medicare, and consider a resolution to override a veto by the Governor of Nevada of the Administration’s decision to begin sending radioactive waste from nuclear power plants to Yucca Mountain in Nevada. Also on his list are a resolution that would set spending limits for FY 03 spending bills, and to return to a hate crimes bill.  A bill has also been introduced to establish a commission to investigate how the government could have prevented the 9/11 attacks.


Because of this ambitious schedule and because there are only 50 or so working days left in this session of Congress, there has been talk of a Lame Duck session after the 5 November general elections.  What is expected to take the most time is the setting up of the new Department of Homeland Security.


Major sources:  Aerospace Daily, 14 June; Christian Science Monitor, 12 June; Congressional Quarterly Daily Monitor, 10-14 June; Congressional Quarterly Midday Update, 11-14 June; Environment and Energy Daily, 10 June; Inside Missile Defense, 12 June; Inside the Pentagon, 13 June; Roll Call, 10 June; USA Today, 13 June; Washington Post, 14 June; Washington Watch, 5 June.
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