CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 17 JANUARY 2003

Appropriations


An 8th Continuing Resolution, H J Res 1, keeping the government running at FY 02 levels until 31 January, was signed into law on 10 January.

An Omnibus package, H J Res 2, containing all 11 appropriations bills and carrying the 9th Continuing Resolution, may be voted on by the Senate early next week if lengthy debate over amendments draws to a close. To complete the appropriations process by the President’s State of the Union address on 28 January, appropriators have agreed to bypass a committee markup and take the bill straight to the floor. The bill would provide for a 1.3 percent across-the- board spending cut to non-defense programs to offset the addition of $5 billion in education bloc grants to states. Earlier this week, Republicans cut non-defense programs by a 1.6 percent cut to offset last minute increases for drought relief, improvements in state voting systems and western firefighting accounts. Majority Leader Bill Frist (R-TN) is refusing to let the Senate adjourn for the Martin Luther King recess until the work on the Omnibus bill is completed. Debate will last into this evening and on into next week.    

Energy and Water Development appropriations, before any across-the-board cuts, total $26.2 billion, including $4.6 billion for the Corps.  This is a reduction of $100 million for Corps projects from last year’s version. The House bill, marked up last year, would provide  $220 million more than the ne Senate version. 

DoD is preparing to ask Congress for an extra $20 billion for FY 03 to cover the cost of the war on terrorism.  The emergency supplemental spending request would help pay for Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan and Operation Noble Eagle at home.  The current DoD budget is $379 billion.  Senior military planners are “secretly preparing” (DefenseNews.com, 15 Jan) a second supplemental request to pay for a possible war with Iraq. That request may be around $30 billion.  The Iraq buildup is estimated to cost between $9 and $13 billion, and is being paid from other accounts.

Congress


Late Wednesday, the Senate negotiated an organizing resolution (S Res 18, S Res 20) to the satisfaction of both parties.  Now the business of appointing committee chairs and assignment of Senators to committee posts can proceed.  The deal protects Democratic staff by allowing the Democrats to keep 49 percent of money allotted for committee salaries.  On the other hand, Republicans will get 60 percent of total committee spending.  Committee space will also be split 60/40.    


The House of Representatives may leave the Capitol Building to convene in the new visitors’ complex being constructed underground just north of the Capitol.  The relocation, while the House chamber is being renovated, could begin in 2005 and would last a year.  The current House chamber has no sprinkler system, and has asbestos in the ceiling.  Electrical wiring is inadequate in both chambers.  If the Senate chamber is renovated, the Senate will relocate to 216 Hart.


House Armed Services Committee (HASC) members are now attempting to repeal or change the law authorizing the new round of base realignments and closures (BRAC) due to take place in 2005.  The law requires a list of bases to be closed or realigned be submitted to the BRAC commission by 16 May 2005.  The commission would then have until 8 September 2005 to add or subtract sites from the list. The Administration is eager to close bases to use the funds saved to improve the military’s war-fighting capabilities. A spokesperson for committee member Joel Hefley (R-5-CO), stated that he thinks the review puts every single facility at risk, that it is a waste of time, and that it puts communities on edge.


DoD will shortly ask Congress to exempt them from various environmental laws on millions of acres of military training ranges nationwide.  An attempt was made to place the exemptions in the Defense Authorization bill (HR 4546), but as passed into law, the only exemption given was from the Migratory Bird Act.  The Pentagon will now specifically request exemption from up to six laws, including the Endangered Species Act, Clean Air Act and Marine Mammals Protection Act.  The reasoning includes the possible war with Iraq and the need for training troops.

Committees


The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee is losing Arlen Specter (R-PA) and gaining Craig Thomas (R-WY), Wayne Allard (R-CO) and freshman John Cornyn (R-TX). These changes, along with the selection of James Inhofe (R-OH) as Chair, suggest a less environmentally friendly committee.


Freshmen Republican Senators and Representatives have been chosen for various committees.  These include:


Senate Armed Services


Saxby Chambliss (GA)








John Cornyn (TX)








Lindsey Graham (SC)








Jim Talent (MO)


Foreign Relations



Lamar Alexander (TN)








Norm Coleman (MN)


Energy/Natural Resources


Lamar Alexander (TN)








Lisa Murkowski (AK)








Jim Talent (MO)


Environment/Public Works


John Cornyn (TX)








Lisa Murkowski (AK)


Veterans’ Affairs



Lisa Murkowski (AK)


House Armed Services


Jeb Bradley (NH)








Rob Bishop (UT)








Tom Cole (OK)








Trent Franks (AZ)








Phil Gingrey (GA)








John Kline (MN)








Candice Miller (MI)








Mike Rogers (AL)








Michael Turner (OH)


Resources




Rob Bishop (UT)








Tom Cole (OK)








Devin Nunes (CA)








Steve Pearce (NM)








Rick Renzi (AZ)


Transportation/Infrastructure 


Bob Beauprez (CO)








Michael Burgess (TX)








Max Burns (GA)








Chris Chocola (IN)








Mario Diaz-Balart (FL)








Jim Gerlach (PA)








Steve Pearce (NM)








Jon Porter (AZ)


In the Senate, the following list of partial Democratic committee changes is available: to Armed Services – Clinton (NY) and Bayh (IN); to Foreign Relations – Corzine (NJ); from Armed Services – Bingaman (NM) and Landrieu (TX); from Energy – Carper (DE); from Appropriations – Reed (RI).  Freshman Democratic Senate assignments include Pryor (AR) to Armed Services.

Major Sources:  Congressional Quarterly Daily Monitor, 13-17 January; Congressional Quarterly Midday Update, 10, 17 January; DefenseNews.com, 15 January; National Journal’s Congress Daily AM, 16 January; Washington Post, 13, 17 January.

Contact for this report: Georgeanne Lewis Reynolds, Ph.D., Office of Congressional Affairs, (202) 761-1058.

