CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 17 MAY 2002

Appropriations

A Supplemental Appropriations bill was passed by the House Appropriations Committee (HAC) on 15 May.  The HAC version totals $29.4 billion, $2.3 billion more than was requested by the Administration.  Senate Appropriations Committee (SAC) Chairman, Robert C. Byrd (D-WV), hopes to mark up the Senate’s $32 billion version next week.  But, because the full House has not passed its version and will not turn to it until next Wednesday or Thursday, it is likely too late for the Senate to respond to before the Memorial Day recess.  As the House bill stands now, about half of the money would go to the war on terrorism, and a quarter would be earmarked for national security.  Hotly debated this week in the House was the fate of the Crusader weapons system.  While Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld wants to cancel the system because it is a ‘Cold War relic,’ several Members of Congress want to keep it, or at least fund its development.  The language in the House bill does not contain a section, entered by Martin Sabo (D-5-MN), that would have blocked the Administration from canceling the system.   Compromise language adopted by voice vote asks the Administration to continue work on the Crusader until Congress weighs in on the program.

Items in the House version that pertain to the Corps include $128.4 million for further security assessments, implementation of critical infrastructure protection standards, and a new barge monitoring system for inland waterways.  The money could be used at up to 200 security projects in 43 states.  The Corps submitted a request of $150 million to OMB right after September 11, but the White House responded with only $65 million. 


Authorizations


On 9 May, the House passed HR 4546, its version of the Defense Authorization bill. It totals $384.4 billion.  The Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) also passed its version, S 2225, totaling $393.4 billion, on 9 May.   The House version includes the $475 million for the controversial Crusader originally requested by the Administration and also includes full funding for the Administration’s anti-missile efforts.  

In the Senate, Democratic moves to cut $812 million from missile defense led several Senators to vote against the bill.  While the debate over the Crusader continues, Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology and Logistics) Pete Aldridge wrote a memo on 13 May that prohibits the Army from further funding the Crusader’s development.  


The House version of the bill carries language that alters the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Endangered Species Act (ESA), letting the military use an Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan instead of designating critical habitat under the ESA and allows the US Fish &Wildlife Service to grant permits to “take” migratory birds as a result of military activities under the MBTA.  The SASC version of the bill does not contain any proposed changes to environmental laws.  

Congress


Work continued this week in the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee on Bill S 1961, The Water Investment Act of 2002, that, if enacted, would authorize loans for water infrastructure projects. An amendment was adopted that would apply Davis-Bacon Act wages to projects under its jurisdiction.  If passed into law, the bill would use $20 billion over the next five years for clean water projects, and $15 billion would be authorized for state revolving funds that help pay for clean water act projects.  In another controversial section of the bill, a municipality would be required to obtain a consent decree, or permit, from the Environmental Protection Agency to obtain funding from the State Revolving Loan Fund. An amendment by Ranking Member Robert C. Smith (R-NH) to change the funding formula did not pass.


John Sullivan (R-1-OK), the newest House member, has been assigned to the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.


Both Chambers will adjourn for the Memorial Day recess on 23 May.

Miscellaneous


Work on underground silos for a missile-defense system in Alaska will begin on 14 June, the same day the U.S. withdraws from the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty.  Russia agreed to nuclear-arms reduction, instead of destruction of atomic weapons it had originally proposed, as well as American withdrawal from the ABM Treaty, in order to move forward with other agreements encouraging the integration of Russia with the West.



Major sources:  Atlanta Journal and Constitution, 11 May; Congressional Quarterly Daily Monitor, 13, 15, 16, 17 May; Congressional Quarterly Midday Update, 17 May; DoD Update, 15 May; Environment and Energy Daily, 13 May; Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, 11 May; Philadelphia Inquirer, 17 May; USA Today, 15 May; Washington Post, 17 May; Washington Times, 15, 16 May.
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