CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 2 AUGUST 2002

Congress


Congress has recessed for the August break.  The Senate will return on 3 September, the House on 4 September. 


The Senate Armed Service Committee (SASC) approved the nominations of LTG James Hill to be commander-in-chief of U.S. Southern Command, and Vice Admiral Edmund Giambastiani to be commander-in-chief of the U.S. Joint Forces Command. General Hill is currently commanding general, I Corps and Fort Lewis, and Admiral Giambastiani is senior military assistant to Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld.


As reported in Roll Call (18 July 02), House Minority Leader Richard Gephardt (D-3-MO) has told several senior Democrats that their party could gain between 30 and 40 seats in the House this fall.  The Democrats could gain control of the House due to public fallout over the recent scandals on Wall Street and the weakening economy, sources close to Gephardt say.  Gephardt and his associates have been accused by House Republicans of exploiting the situation politically.   The Democrats have countered by saying that the Republicans are foot-dragging on reform and favoring GOP benefactors in corporate America.

Appropriations


Yesterday, the Senate approved a $355.4 billion version of the FY 03 Defense Appropriations bill (HR 5010).  The bill was approved 95-3, with Senators McCain (R-AZ), Feingold (D-WI), and Voinovich (R-OH) dissenting.  The bill provides less funding than the Bush administration requested, but represents a nearly 10% increase from the current fiscal year. Disputes over provisions in the bill have centered on the Crusader artillery program and how much money should be spend on development of a long-range ballistic missile system.  Secretary Rumsfeld said the cuts would cripple the Administration’s missile-defense program.  He continues to suggest that the President veto the bill.  As it stands now, the bill would provide $6.9 billion to develop the system, and an additional $814 million for system research, or anti-terrorism spending.  The Senate’s version does not include a $10 billion war reserve fund the President requested for future war costs.  The President would like broad discretion in spending the money, but Senator Robert Byrd (D-WV), Senate Appropriations Committee Chair, has refused to release the funds until the Administration provides details on how the money would be spent.

HR 4775, the Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act for FY 02, was cleared for the White House on 24 July and sent to the President on 26 July.  It was signed into law today. As reported earlier, the Energy and Water Development Appropriations bill will not be taken up by the House until after the August recess.

Homeland Security Department


On 1 August, the House approved the creation of a new Department of Homeland Security that would transform the response to emerging terrorist threats.  The measure passed 295-132.  The creation of the department would represent the largest overhaul of the federal bureaucracy since the Defense Department was consolidated from the Army, Navy and Air Force during the Truman administration, 50 years ago.  The new agency would employ approximately 170,000 people from 22 different agencies or bureaus, including the Coast Guard, Federal Emergency Management Agency, Immigration and Naturalization Service, Transportation Security Administration, Secret Service, and the Defense, Agriculture, Energy, Health and Human Services, and Justice Departments.

The Senate will not vote on this measure until it returns from the summer recess after Labor Day.  This all but dashes the hopes of those lawmakers who wanted to see the new agency approved by the first anniversary of the terrorist attacks of 9/11/01.  The measure will be the first order of business taken up by the Senate when it returns on 3 September.  Senator Robert Byrd has argued eloquently to delay passage of the bill because of his belief that it is being too hastily considered.  He has been quoted as saying he wishes the Senate could forget the one-year anniversary target date in favor of considering the bill more completely. Senator Byrd was quoted in the New York Times (31 July) as saying that just because the administration appears to have designed the department “on the back of a cocktail napkin,” there is no reason for Congress to do the same. 

Major sources:  Aerospace Daily, 1 August; Congressional Quarterly Daily Monitor, 31 July, 1-2 August; Defense Daily, 2 August; Environment and Energy Daily, 22 July; New York Times, 31 July, 2 August; Roll Call, 18 July; Wall Street Journal, 2 August; Washington Post, 27, 30-31 July.
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