CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 20 DECEMBER 2002

Congress


Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott (R-MS) resigned his post today.  No details are immediately available.  Senator Bill Frist of Tennessee is his likely successor.


Frank Murkowski, incoming Republican Governor of Alaska, has appointed his daughter, Lisa, to fill out his term in the Senate.  The position will be up for election in 2004.


The first session of the 108th Congress convenes on 7 January.  No floor votes being called for before the 27th of January, the day before the President’s State of the Union Address.    The Congressional schedule follows.

7 Jan – 108th Congress convenes

20-24 Jan – Martin Luther King Jr. Recess

28 Jan – State of the Union

3 Feb – President’s budget submitted to Congress

17-21 Feb – Presidents’ Day Recess   

14-25 April – Spring Recess

26-30 May – Memorial Day Recess

30 Jun-4 Jul – July 4th Recess

28 Jul-1 Sep – August Recess, House

4 Aug-1 Sep – August Recess, Senate

3 Oct – Target adjournment date   

6-13 Oct – Yom Kipper/Columbus Day recess, if needed


With Senator Mary Landrieu’s  (D-LA) victory in a runoff election 7 Dec, the Democrats wield enough power to ensure that there will only be a one-seat Republican majority on Senate committees.  This leaves the GOP with a majority of 51 over 49 seats, including Independent   Jim Jeffords of Vermont on the Democratic roster.  Also in the Louisiana runoff election, Democrat Rodney Alexander has won over Republican Lee Fletcher in the 5th District. An earlier idea to decrease the size of Senate committees seems to have been dropped, according to former Majority Leader Lott’s office.


Representative Elijah Cummings (D-7-MD) has been elected as the new Congressional Black Caucus Chairman over Bobby L. Rush (D-1-IL). He will succeed Eddie Bernice Johnson ((D-30-TX).  Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-18-TX) ran uncontested for the Vice Chairmanship.

Appropriations


Both Chambers of Congress are planning a strategy to pass all 11 remaining Appropriations bills into law by the end of the first week of January.  The current continuing resolution (CR) expires 11 January.  It is likely that another CR will be passed through 28 January, and that a final CR will include the 11 Appropriations bills.  Appropriators are using the recess to trim the bills to comply with the President’s revised budget request of $750.48 billion, a cut of nearly $15 billion from the original figure proposed.   As an example, the Foreign Operations Appropriations Subcommittee will have $16.3 billion to work with, down from $16.4 billion, and the Veterans, Housing and Urban Development Subcommittee has $1.1 billion less at their disposal.

Congress’ schedule is bound to become crowded – not only are there the Appropriations bills left to pass, but the FY 04 spending process will begin in February, and a Supplemental FY 03 Appropriations bill early next year is highly likely.

Defense


The FY 04 Defense budget, now being put together, will have more emphasis on Defense Transformation.  Approximately $90 billion will shift from sustaining current weapons and hardware to more futuristic programs such as laser satellite transmissions and unmanned combat aerial vehicles.  The Defense budget in general will get a boost of about $14 billion to $378 billion, a 4% increase, to cover costs of the war on terrorism as well as modernize the military. Other agencies will likely receive 1-2% only.  The Administration also announced on 17 December that it would ask Congress for an additional $1.5 billion over 10 years to begin deploying a set of missile defense capabilities.


Major sources:  Aerospace Daily, 19, 20 December; Congress Daily, 5, 11 December; Congressional Quarterly Daily Monitor, 9, 16 December; Congressional Quarterly Midday Update, 16 December; Congressional Quarterly Monitor, 12 December; Wall Street Journal, 17 December; Washington Post, 15 December; Washington Times, 20 December.


Point of Contact for this report is Georgeanne Lewis Reynolds, Ph.D., Office of Congressional Affairs, (202) 761-1058.

