CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 24 MAY 2002

Appropriations


An FY 02 emergency supplemental spending bill was passed by the House at 3:03 a.m. today.   HR 4775, which totals $28.8 billion, was passed 280/138.  A major stumbling block was language authorizing the increase of the $5.95 trillion debt limit.  The solution reached involved using the original rule (HR 428) to insert a clause protecting the “full faith and credit” of the country.   This language will allow conferees to increase the debt limit.


In the Senate, Majority Leader Tom Daschle (D-SD) attempted to bring the Senate’s version, S 2552, to the floor, but Republicans stated they needed more time. The Senate’s version totals approximately $31 billion, or about 3.9 billion above the amount requested by the White House. Senate Appropriations Committee (SAC) Chairman Robert Byrd of West Virginia has seen to it that about  $3 billion has been added to the bill for homeland security.



The House version of the supplemental still includes funding for the Corps.  The Corps would receive $128.4 million for security assessments, implementation of critical infrastructure protection standards and a new barge monitoring system for inland waterways.  The Corps submitted a $150 million request to OMB following 9/11.  The President responded with a $65 million request for FY 03.  


About half the money in both bills is allocated for military and intelligence programs. Both bills contain $5.5 billion for reconstruction in New York City, $200 million for extra aid to Israel, and $50 million for disaster relief for Palestine. 

In a related issue, there are likely enough votes in the House to table passage of H Con Res 353, the budget blueprint for FY 03.  The discretionary spending limit in the bill, $749 billion, is at least $9 billion too low. 

Congress


It is reported that one reason Senate Republicans want to stall work on the supplemental is to thwart majority Democrats from keeping to their legislative agenda.  Majority Leader Daschle’s agenda includes a hate crimes bill, increasing the minimum wage, mental health parity legislation, establishment of a commission to investigate what the government knew prior to 9/11, a bill banishing discrimination based on genetic makeup and the conference report on a patients’ bill of rights.


The Administration has proposed an initiative that would put Defense-related legislation on a fast track.  The Defense Streamlining Initiative, if it passes muster in Congress, would be attached as a proposed amendment to the FY 03 Defense Authorization bill.  Some federal agencies have already expressed displeasure with the initiative.  For example, EPA is concerned that the initiative would allow DoD to circumvent congressional committees responsible for environmental policy and to bypass the interagency review process before submitting legislation to Congress.


Representative Curt Weldon (R-7-PA) has stepped aside in his bid for Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee (HASC).  He has thrown his support behind his chief rival, Duncan Hunter (R-52-CA).


The following is a list of departing House Members that supplements the one appearing in this report on 10 May.    

	Member
	Reason for leaving
	Replaced by

	Julian C Dixon (D-32-CA)
	Died in office
	Diane E Watson (D)

	Tony P. Hall (D-3-OH)
	Resigned/UN Ambassador
	

	Asa Hutchinson (R-3-AR)
	Resigned/DEA head
	John Boozman (R)

	Steve Largent (R-1-OK)
	Resigned/Run for Governor
	

	Frank R. Mascara (D-20-PA)
	Lost in primary/redistricting
	John P. Murtha (D)

	Joe Moakley (D9-MA)
	Died in office
	Stephen F Lynch (D)

	Joe Scarborough (R-1-FL)
	Resigned
	Jeff Miller (R)

	Bud Shuster (R-9-PA)
	Resigned
	Bill Shuster (R)

	Norman Sisisky (D-4-VA)
	Died in office
	Randy Forbes (R)

	Floyd Spence (R-2-SC)
	Died in office
	Joe Wilson (R)



Both Chambers of Congress have adjourned for the Memorial Day recess, also known as the Memorial District Work Break in the House.  The House returns on 4 June; the Senate on 3 June.  There will be no report next week.


Major sources:  Congressional Quarterly Daily Monitor, 20-24 May; Congressional Quarterly Midday Update, 22-24 May; Environment and Energy Daily, 20 May; Government Executive, 20 May; Inside the Pentagon, 23 May; New York Times, 23-24 May; Wall Street Journal, 22 May; Washington Post, 22 May.


Point of contact for this report is Georgeanne Lewis Reynolds, Ph.D., Office of Congressional Affairs,  (202) 761-1058. 

