CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 26 JULY 2002

Congressional Schedules

The House will be on recess from Monday, 29 July until 3 September 2002.

The Senate will be on recess from Monday, 5 August until 3 September 2002.

The Senate will also hold a Special Session in New York City on 6 September 2002 to honor the victims of the terrorists attack on the World Trade Center.

Appropriations

The FY2003 Defense Appropriations could come to the Senate before the end of next week.  The $355.4 billion measure (HR 5010) could be called up at any time, according to Senate Appropriations Defense Subcommittee Chairman Daniel Inouye (D-HI). But he noted that the problem lies in finding floor time as well as easing tensions over judicial nominations that are blocking some bills from coming to the floor.  “It could be on the floor tomorrow,” he said.  Senators agreed Wednesday night to consider the measure by July 31.  Pressure has been high to move all defense bills quickly this year as the war on terrorism continues.  But even if the Senate acts before the recess, no conference committee is likely to convene until September.  

The Senate Appropriations Committee made minor changes to the $26.3 billion energy and water development spending measure and then approved it 29-0 on Wednesday. The House panel’s version of the spending measure would provide $26 billion.  The administration has requested $25.1 billion.  The amount appropriated in FY2002 was $24.6 billion.  The bill would provide $4.6 billion for the Corps in FY2003, $500 million more than the administration requested and nearly the same amount the agency received in FY2002.  A House appropriations subcommittee version would provide $4.8 billion to the agency.  Energy and Water Subcommittee Chairman Harry Reid (D-NV) said that the Corps should be overhauled but said the administration’s proposed cut in funding was unacceptable.  “We want to make sure the Corp sis a proud organization, but that pride is being beat out of them,” Reid said.  “I hope we can educate this administration so they will work with us.  What we have been given is an unrealistic number.  What we have provided is realistic.”   

Republican moderates met with House Speaker J. Dennis Hastert this morning to protest an agreement between leadership and conservatives on the appropriations schedule. Hastert made no immediate decisions after hearing Michael N. Castle (R-DE) argue against the deal that would bring the FY2003 Labor-HHS-Education spending bill to the House floor soon after the August recess. Members of the conservative Republican Study Committee delayed consideration of the FY 2003 Interior appropriations bill (HR 5093) last week, forcing leaders to agree to schedule the Labor-HHS measure immediately after the House returns in September. Among those joining Castle in Hastert's office were Vernon J. Ehlers of Michigan, and Peter T. King and Amo Houghton of New York.  The House energy and water appropriations were also affected by the decision to consider the labor measure first.

President Bush is expected to promptly sign a $28.9 billion FY2002 supplemental spending package cleared by the Senate on Wednesday.  The Senate vote, 92-7, followed House adoption of the conference report Tuesday on a vote of 397-32.  Administration officials have warned that defense and transportation security accounts are running dangerously low.  

Authorizations

House defense authorizers prevailed in their efforts to force a vote on a $10 billion war reserve fund Wednesday morning, winning passage of the measure less than 12 hours after it was added to the floor schedule.  The 413-3 vote on the bill (HR 4547) clears the way for the start of a House-Senate conference on the FY2003 defense authorization bill (HR 4546).  Combined, the two House bills would authorize President Bush’s full $393 billion defense request.  Informal conferences on the bill have already begun, however, progresses has been hampered by questions of missile defense and nuclear testing.

Member News

In an extraordinary step, the House voted late Wednesday to banish one of its own, expelling Ohio Democrat and convicted felon James A. Traficant Jr. whose next term may be in federal prison.  The vote was 420-1.  Under House rules, expulsion requires a two-thirds majority.  Gary Condit (D-CA) voted against the ethics committee’s recommendations (H. Res. 495); nine members voted present.  Ohio Republican Governor Bob Taft announced yesterday that no special election will be held in the state’s 17th district to fill Traficant’s remaining term.  Holding a special election would cost taxpayers as much as $800,000.  Traficant’s ninth term has only 5 months to go.

Representative Virgil H. Goode of Virginia will formally complete his methodical, four-year partisan transformation on 1 August, by switching his affiliation in Congress by joining the Republican Party. Goode made the formal request yesterday in letter submitted o the House Clerk so that after its August recess there will be 223 Republicans and 210 Democrats.  The remaining independent will be Bernard Sauders of Vermont.  First elected in 1966 as a conservative Democrat, Goode’s voting record quickly tilted toward the mainstream of the GOP.  After he was among the 5 House Democrats who voted in 1998 to impeach President Clinton, he was ostracized by many in that caucus and heavily recruited by the GOP.  Instead, in 2000 he declared himself an independent, then joined the Republican Caucus, which immediately put him on the Appropriations Committee. He announced in February that he would seek the GOP nomination in the 5th District for a fourth term.  No one opposed him and his is overwhelmingly expected to win re-election in November.

The Straight Talk Express is heading for New York City. Sen. John McCain (R-AZ), has been tapped to host "Saturday Night Live" on 12 October, the second show of the new season. He follows in the tradition of politicians such as former New York City Mayors Rudolph Giuliani and Ed Koch, and Ralph Nader who were also guest hosts. Variety reported McCain said at least one of his family members is very happy about the booking. "It'll be the first time my 17-year-old daughter has been impressed with anything I've done since she's become a teenager," he said. 

Major Sources:  Congressional Quarterly Midday Update, 26 July; CQ Monitor News, 25 and 26 July; Early Bird, 26 July; Government Executive, 23 July.
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