CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 27 JUNE 2003

Congress


Yesterday, former Senator Strom Thurmond (R-SC) died in his hometown of Edgefield SC of natural causes.  He was 100 years old.  Mr. Thurmond served longer than any other Senator in Congress.  He was elected in 1954, the only Senator ever elected by a write-in vote, and retired last year as President Pro-Tempore.


Both Chambers of Congress have recessed for the 4th of July break and will return on 7 July.

Appropriations


House Appropriations Committee (HAC) members endorsed another increase in military spending yesterday.  The full House is expected to consider the $368.7 billion bill when Congress reconvenes after the 4th of July break.  This version of the bill provides $4.3 billion more than this year’s appropriations, but is $3 billion below the Administration’s request.  Included in the b8ill are $74 billion to buy new aircraft, $64 billion for weapons research, $11.5 billion for shipbuilding, $9 billion for missile defense ($193 million less than the President’s request) and $458 million for tanks and other armored vehicles.  Earlier this month, appropriators approved the transfer of $3 billion from defense to other spending bills. This transfer of funds is now being felt.  Representative David Obey (D-7-WI), Ranking Member of the HAC, stated that the $3 billion shift has left the Administration with no choice but to seek another supplemental. He also stated of the $3 billion cut that it takes $3 billion a month to continue operations in Afghanistan and Iraq.   


As for the FY 04 Supplemental, HAC Chairman Bill Young (R-10-FL) has agreed to provide funds for firefighting to the US Forest Service when the bill is submitted to Congress sometime this summer.  This new expenditure arises from the recent forest fires out west.  The rest of the bill will be earmarked for DoD.


This year’s Military Construction Appropriations bill is the tightest in recent years.  The House bill (HR 2559) passed on a 428-0 vote.  The version would provide $9.2 billion, $41 million below the Administration’s request and $1.5 billion below what Congress appropriated for FY ’03, including the ’03 Supplemental (PL 108-11).  The Senate version also provides $9.2 billion.  The Senate Appropriations Committee (SAC) approved it 29-0. The bill will go to the House and Senate floors after the current recess. The House version calls for $4.7 billion for military construction, $3.9 billion for family housing, and $370 million for base closure and realignment.  The Senate version is similar, but includes a provision establishing a commission to study the structure of US bases abroad and report back to the President within one year.


Homeland Security appropriations (HR 2255) totaling $29.4 billion was passed 425-2 by the House on Tuesday.  This figure is $1 billion more than the Administration’s request.  It would provide billions of dollars to first responders and for the Transportation Security Administration (TSA), plus funding to protect ports, air cargo, intercity buses and trucking routes.  In a related bill, minor changes to the Homeland Security Act (PL 107-296) have been passed 415-0 in the House (HR 1416).  The only substantive change would require the TSA to devise a plan to inspect all cargo carried by passenger jets. 

Authorizations


A major battle is looming on Capitol Hill over the Administration’s attempts to overhaul civil service rules as they pertain to Department of Defense employees.  This issue is bound to slow down the Defense Authorization bill. The House version (HR 1588) endorsed many of Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld’s bid for broad authority to rewrite personnel policy on hiring and firing.  The Senate version ignored this issue.  Therefore, Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) submitted a Pentagon civilian personnel bill  (S 1166) that is more limiting in scope.  The bill is designed to counteract the House bill provisions. Differences In the authorization bills will be hashed out in the upcoming, as yet unscheduled, Senate-House conference.  Collins’ bill would keep Secretary Rumsfeld’s provision of being able to hire hard-to-fill positions on the spot, but would keep a performance rating system, as well as upper and lower salary levels.  Unions representing federal workers consider Collins’ bill light years ahead of the House plan.

Nominations, Departures


Joshua Bolten was confirmed by the Senate to  be the next Director of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB).  Bolten is currently deputy White House chief of staff. He succeeds Mitch Daniels who is resigning to explore a gubernatorial campaign in Indiana.


House Energy and Commerce Chairman Billy Tauzin (R-3-LA) has issued a statement that he is not leaving Congress.  Rumors had been flying that Tauzin might succeed Jack Valenti as head lobbyist for the emotion Picture Association of America, or Hilary Rosen as CEO of the Recording Industry Association of America.  Mr. Tauzin says these rumors are false.


Major sources:  Aerospace Daily, 25 June; Congressional Quarterly Weekly, 21 June; CQ Today, 24-26 June; New York Times, 27 June; Washington Post, 24-26 June.


Point of contact for this report is Georgeanne Lewis Reynolds, Ph.D., for the Office of Congressional Affairs, (202) 761-1058.

There will be no Congressional Activities Report next Friday.

