CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 28 JUNE 2002

Congress will be out for the 4th of July holiday beginning Friday, 28 June.  They will return to Washington on Monday, 8 July, with most business resuming on Tuesday, 9 July.

APPROPRIATION NEWS

On 27 June 2002, the House passed HR5010, Department of Defense Appropriations Act for 2003, by a vote of 413-18.  The bill would provide $354.7 billion for the Defense Department for FY2003, about 11% more than FY2002, but $2.1 billion less than the President’s request.  The total increase is $33 billion more then the current level, but does not reflect the approximately $16 billion in additional defense funds that is expected as part of the FY2002 supplemental spending bill now in conference, nor does it include $10 billion from a contingency fund proposed by the Administration to help fund the war on terrorism.  The bill includes $7.4 billion for ballistic missile defense, meets the President’s request for several aircraft programs including funding for the new Joint Strike Fighter and 23 F-22 fighters, and increases funding for counter-terrorism activities. The bill also funds several shipbuilding programs and increases pay for military personnel by 4.1 percent.  

Yesterday, the House also passed HR5011, Military Construction Appropriations Act for 2003, on a vote of 426-1.  The bill would provide $10.1 billion in FY2003 for military construction projects including the building of barracks, family housing, and medical facilities.  However, this is $522 million less than the current level.  The bill includes $545 million to cover the costs of base closures and $673 for anti-terrorism activities.  It also includes funds for childcare centers, environmental clean up at closed military facilities, and the U.S. contribution to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization security efforts.

The Senate also passed S2514, National Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal Year 2003, yesterday on a vote of 97-2.  The bill would authorize appropriations in the amount of approximately $393 billion for defense-related programs for FY2003, including $8.2 billion for shipbuilding, and $6.8 for ballistic missile defense.  The bill also included a military pay raise of 4.1 percent.  It also would set aside $10 billion to fund operating costs for the war on terrorism, and would allow the President to decide whether $814 million is designated for either missile defense or counter-terrorism.  The bill would also allow the Pentagon to redirect funding for the Crusader program to the study of new artillery systems.  

Yesterday, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved a $10.6 billion FY2003 military construction appropriations bill by a voice-vote.  The spending bill is $1 billion more than the President’s request and $17.6 million more than FY2002 appropriations.  The measure also includes $200 million for projects to help the Army and Air Force modernize programs, and would provide $100 million to speed up environmental clean-ups associated with base closures.  The Committee also adopted, again by voice-vote, a package of eight additional building projects.

Conference negotiators said Wednesday that they were close to a deal on the overall spending level for the FY2002 supplemental appropriations bill.  The Senate version of the bill (HR4775) would cost $31.5 billion, while the House measure would cost $30.1 billion.  Although details of the on-going negotiations are not known, it does appear that the package will not rescind money for a federal loan guarantee set up to aid airlines that have suffered since the events of 9/11.  The Senate overwhelmingly rejected that proposal.  

In other news, Senate Republican leaders bashed Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle’s (D-SD) decision to spend July focusing on the accounting industry, prescription drugs for the elderly, and the creation of a Homeland Security Department.  Minority Leader Trent Lott (R-MS) accused Dashle of  “either inability or incompetence” for failing to move a FY2003 budget resolution and FY2003 spending measures.  “This place is so constipated, Metamucil wouldn’t help it.” Lott said.

ELECTION NEWS

Five-term Representative Earl F. Hilliard (D-7-AL) was ousted in a Democratic run-off Tuesday after a nasty campaign against a younger challenger who swamped the poor Alabama district with commercials questioning Hilliard’s stance on the Middle East.  The victory by Harvard-educated lawyer Artur Davis was tantamount to winning the election because there is no Republican nominee.  Rep. Hilliard sat on the Agriculture and International Relations Committees.

New York Representative John J. LaFalce (D-29-NY), a 14-year House veteran and ranking Democratic on the Financial Services Committee, announced Wednesday that he will not seek re-election this year.  Rep. LaFalce’s Buffalo-area district was merged this year with fellow Democratic Representative Louis M. Slaughter’s Rochester-based district under recently enacted redistricting plans.  The new plan was the result of a deal brokered between national and state leaders to reflect New York’s loss of two of its 31 Congressional seats to reapportionment.  Rep. Slaughter sits on the Rules Committee.

Former Representative Tim Penny of Minnesota (19831995), and a Democrat throughout his career, announced yesterday that he would join the Independence Party and seek to succeed retiring Governor Jesse Ventura.  Ventura announced 18 June that he would not run for a second term as Governor of Minnesota. 

IN CONGRESS

Senate Democrats have announced that they have no interest in limiting tenure of Committee Chairpersons.  Citing the struggles their Republican colleagues had to revise self-imposed committee leadership positions, Senate Democrats were certain they wanted no part of such restrictions.  “Term limits are foolish,” said Majority Whip Harry Reid (D-NV).  “One thing I’ve learned here is seniority creates stability.”  Republicans voted Tuesday to allow GOP Senators to serve only 6 years as Committee Chair and up to 6 years as the panel’s ranking minority member.  The vote ended a month-long debate within the Republican Party.

The Defense Department is moving too slowly to put together a plan to deal with the effects of increasing urban sprawl near military training facilities and requirements that it follow strict environmental regulations, the General Accounting Office concludes in a new report (GAO-02-614).  Defense’s Senior Readiness Oversight Council began discussing the issues of encroachment and environmental regulations two years ago.  But since then, the department has been slow to develop plans for addressing the issues GAO concluded in its report.  In April of this year, a Defense working group was still formulating a plan, which lacks implementation detail, GAO found.

Major Sources:  GovExec.com, 28 June; cq.com, 28 June; Congressional Quarterly Daily Monitor, 27 and 28 June;  OCLL Programs Update, 24 and 26 June; 
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