CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 4 APRIL 2003

Supplemental Appropriations Bill


HR 1559/S 762, the FY 2003 Supplemental Appropriations bill, has occupied Congress this week and will remain top priority next week before the spring recess begins.  Both the Senate and the House passed their versions late yesterday. The bill will go to conference next week in the hope of final passage by next Friday.  It totals almost $80 billion, the largest supplemental request ever to move through Congress. Specifically, the House bill amounts to $77.9 billion, while the Senate version is $78.7 billion.  

 
A $1 billion aid package to Turkey proved controversial when Rep. Randy “Duke” Cunningham (R-51-CA) attempted unsuccessfully to remove funding, because Turkey had not granted the US the permission to invade Iraq from within its borders.    Similarly, in the Senate, John Ensign (R-NV) proposed and then withdrew an amendment aimed at denying postwar reconstruction contracts to French and German companies because of their lack of support to the US and other coalition members. Sen. Ensign withdrew under pressure from the White House, State Department and some vocal Democrats.  The issue caused Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) to state:  “If America is going to become an arrogant nation…this is a good way to begin” (Washington Post, 4 April).    


Another feature of the supplemental bill is that both versions give President Bush less flexibility than he wants in spending military funds. Instead of the broad authority the Defense Department sought in the approximately $60 billion earmarked for combat, congressional committees apportioned most of the money into spending categories.  The Administration had requested funds for a Defense Emergency Response Fund to be overseen by the White House and the Defense Department.  This was eliminated in the House version and reduced to $11 billion in the Senate version. Similarly, committee members rejected a White House request to control over $2.5 billion for humanitarian relief and reconstruction.  Instead the money is designated for the State Department and other non-military agencies.


The Senate version of the bill contains $62.4 billion for war costs, $7.85 billion for international aid, $4.68 billion for homeland security, $3.5 billion for the airlines, and $151 million for unrelated measures including funding the modernization of agricultural inspection facilities near Ames IA and salaries and expenses at the Library of Congress and the General Accounting Office.  The House version includes $62.5 billion for the war effort, $1.4 billion to support war coalition partners, $3.2 billion for the airlines, about $4 billion for homeland security and the rest for other, unrelated items. Many amendments were offered, but few were chosen, as Democrats attempted to add items and Republicans attempted to eliminate them, keeping the focus of the supplemental on the war in Iraq.  Of the many attempts to add funds unrelated to the war in the Middle East, Senator John McCain (R-AZ) stated: “Why can’t we, for once, bring forward a bill (in the light of the current conflict putting Americans at risk) that is free of these unnecessary provisions and wasteful earmarks that result in outrageous kinds of spending? Can’t we do that just once?” (CQ Daily, 4 April)  

Other Congressional Issues


After the supplemental, the highest priority for Congress next week will be the passage of a budget resolution.  The major sticking point with the budget resolution continues to be the amount of the proposed tax cut. The House version contains provisions for $726 billion in tax cuts, the Senate, only $350 billion.


If there is time, the energy bill will continue to be considered.  Controversial will be reconsideration of whether to open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge or not.  Language opening the area to oil exploration was stricken from the Senate version last month, but is retained in the House version.  House Energy and Commerce Chairman Billy Tauzin (R-3-LA) predicts his committee will pass the bill soon

Last month, Senator Kit Bond (R-MO) joined the Energy and Water Subcommittee of the Senate Appropriations Committee.  He is also Chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee. Both subcommittees oversee Corps activities.

Major sources:  Congressional Quarterly Midday Update, 3-4 April; CQ Today, 1-4 April; New York Times, 3 April; St. Louis Business Journal, 11 March; Washington Post, 2-4 April.
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