CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

MID-TERM ELECTION UPDATE

17 OCTOBER 2002

Introduction


On Election Day, 36 governors, 34 Senators, 435 Representatives and 6,214 state legislators will be elected.  All but one primary, that of Louisiana, has now taken place.  Three more incumbents will not be returning to Congress due to a resignation, a death and a loss of a primary.  Several races that were too close to call now seem to have a more certain outcome, while in others, the odds have narrowed.  Changes in membership of our authorizing and appropriations committees are about the only thing that is certain. This issue of the Congressional Activities Report discusses a few of the close races, the ‘casualties,’ and the committee changes, examining their impact on the Corps.

Recent Incumbent Losses  


In the Senate, Bob Smith (R-NH) lost his primary to John E. Sununu.  Smith is the first sitting Senator to lose a party primary since 1992. His unsuccessful 1999 presidential candidacy and his resulting brief switch to the Democratic Party likely shook Republican voter confidence.  Importantly for the Corps, Smith was Chair, then Ranking Member, of the Senate Environment and Public Works (E&PW) Committee.    


Representative Patsy Mink (D-2-HI), a staunch liberal, died of pneumonia on 28 September.  It is likely that her husband, John Mink, will complete her term, should he win a special election on 30 November. He will not run to fill her position in the 108th Congress in a second special election on 4 January, should his deceased wife win the popular vote for another term.


New Jersey Senator Robert Torricelli, a Democrat, resigned from his reelection campaign amidst charges of ethics violations.  Several replacement candidates were considered before former Senator Frank Lautenberg agreed to replace Torricelli.  Lautenberg, a three-term Senator, previously held positions on the E&PW Committee as well as on Appropriations.    He faces businessman Douglas Forrester on 5 November in a close race.


An updated list of vacated seats for the Senate and House is attached at the end of this report.

Committee Changes


With so many Members retiring or running for other office, there will be a lot of shuffling in committee membership, as well as leadership positions.  As mentioned above, Senator Bob Smith’s failure to retain his seat leaves the Ranking Member position open on our authorizing committee, E&PW. While the next most senior Republican on E&PW is John Warner of Virginia, there is talk of James Inhofe of Oklahoma succeeding Smith.  Environmentalists are not happy with this prospect because Inhofe is not considered environment-friendly.


  Republican Senator Frank Murkowski of Alaska is currently Ranking Member of another committee of importance to the Corps, Energy and Natural Resources (E&NR).  He is running for governor, and likely to win.  Pete Domenici (NM) or Don Nickles (OK) are likely possibilities to succeed him.


In the House, Appropriations Committee (HAC) Chairman Bill Young is retiring due to term limits.  Likely successors include Ralph Regula (16-OH) or Jerry Lewis (40-CA).  The Chair of the Energy and Water Development Subcommittee of the HAC, Sonny Callahan (1-AL) is also retiring.  Harold Rogers (5-KY) and Rodney Frelinghuysen (11-NJ) are next in seniority on this subcommittee, although it is difficult to predict who would actually assume this responsibility.  


House Resources Committee Chair Jim Hansen (1-UT) is also retiring, as is House Armed Services Committee (HASC) Chair Bob Stump of Arizona’s 3rd District.  In sum, six positions of some importance to the Corps are being vacated.  All are Republican.  Two Senators leave Ranking Member positions of the two authorizing committees with Corps jurisdiction.  Four House Chairmen are leaving – the head of the HAC and of our HAC Energy and Water Development Subcommittee, the Chair of one of our authorizing committees, and the Chair of the committee that reviews military construction and defense authorizations.  The only committees left untouched of direct relevance to us are the Senate Appropriations Committee and the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.  

Close Contests


In the last Congressional Activities Report dealing expressly with the upcoming elections  (30 August), several Senatorial contests were cited as close based on several sources, most notably Roll Call and thegreenpapers.com.  With the incumbent first, they are: Hutchinson (R) vs. Pryor (D) in Arkansas; Allard (R) vs. Tom Strickland (D) in Colorado; Max Cleland (D) vs. Representative Saxby Chambliss in Georgia (R); Tom Harkin (D) vs. Representative Greg Ganske (R), Iowa; Paul Wellstone (D) vs. Norm Coleman (R), Minnesota; Jean Carnahan (D) vs. former Representative Jim Talent in Missouri (R);  and Tim Johnson (D) vs. Representative John Thune (R) in South Dakota.  These are still thought to be very tight.  Incumbents Allard, Cleland, and Harkin have a slight edge over their opponents, but the rest are  50/50.  Allard, Carnahan, Cleland and Hutchinson sit on the Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC).  Johnson sits on the Senate Appropriations Committee (SAC) Foreign Operation and Military Construction subcommittees and on the E&NR.  Harkin sits on the Energy and Water Development, Foreign Operations, and Defense Subcommittees of the SAC.

Several other Senate races bear watching.  These include Mary Landrieu (D) of Louisiana who has a slightly better than 50/50 chance of keeping her seat.  Her challenger will be chosen on 5 November, and the race may be decided that day. Landrieu holds positions on the SAC, SASC, and E&NR.  Due to the Torricelli resignation, the race between Democrat Frank Lautenberg and Douglas Forrester will likely be tight.  Republican John Sununu and Democratic Governor Jean Shaheen have a very tight race in New Hampshire.  Sununu has a very slight edge, but not enough to put the contest in the Republican column.  Finally, Gordon Smith (R) of Oregon faces a tough fight against Democratic Secretary of State Bill Bradbury. Sources point to the fact that in the last four years, Oregon has elected a Democratic Governor and Senator, as well as throwing its electoral votes to Al Gore in the last Presidential election.  


In the House, the Washington Post  (30 September) calls 40 House races competitive. Three races were mentioned in an earlier report that involve Members who sit on relevant committees.  These are Representative George Gekas (R) vs. Representative Tim Holden (D) in Pennsylvania’s 17th District; Representative Mark Kennedy (R) vs. Janet Robert in Minnesota’s 6th District; and Representative Jim Maloney (D) vs. Nancy Johnson (R) in Connecticut’s 5th District.  In the case of the Pennsylvania and Connecticut races, two Representatives oppose each other due to redistricting.  Holden and Kennedy hold seats on the T&I Committee, while Maloney sits on the HASC.  


More recently, the campaign efforts of Connie Morella (R-8-MD) have come up short against Democratic rival Chris Van Hollen, a state senator.  Running dead even are Democrat Bill Luther and Republican John Kline in Minnesota’s 8th District.  There are several open seats that Roll Call thinks could change parties – Alabama 3rd, California 18th, Indiana 2nd, Maine 2nd, Maryland 2nd, Michigan 10th, New Hampshire 1st, New Mexico 2nd, South Dakota AL, and Tennessee 4th and 5th.    Of these, six may shift to the Democrats, and five may shift to the Republicans.


With so many seats so close, it is next to impossible to predict whether or not there would be a change in the balance of power in either Chamber.  This is especially true of the Senate, where contests in Arkansas, Colorado, Minnesota, Missouri, and South Dakota are running even.  Thegreenpapers.com states that the Democrats are slightly favored to hang on to the Senate by a 25 to 24 margin, or 51%, and that the House will remain Republican by a 30 to 29 margin, or 50.8%.  Incumbents in the House have historically won their races 90% of the time.  In the recent past, at least since 1954 and during the last seven Administrations, mid-term elections have favored the party not in the White House.  Unless Democrats pick up a net of six seats in the House, this trend will be broken.

Election Issues


With the stock market spiraling downward and various indices reflecting a gloomy economy, the Democrats were predicted to pick up seats in both the House and Senate.  Add to that the scandals in corporate America, and the Democrats seemed positioned to keep their seats and acquire new ones as well.  However, the economy is not as big an issue as terrorism and homeland security this year.  This may account for the large number of Democrats voting for the use of military force in Iraq.  They do not wish to be seen as the traditional ‘liberal’ party any longer.  Additionally, Republicans now charge that Democrats knew the economy was softening and the Nation was headed for recession awhile ago. While recent polls suggest that the public feels that the President is not spending enough time on economic or domestic problems, Mr. Bush is not being blamed for the stock market decline and sluggish growth.  People appear to be  more anxious about the economy than angry and Steve Rosenthal, political director of the AFL-CIO is quoted in the 2 October issue of the Washington Post as saying “When people are angry, they vote..” When they are anxious, “people just want to go pull the blanket over their head(s).”  The outcome of many of this year’s contests will depend on the relative weight the public gives the two issues of economy and terrorism.


Major sources:  campaignline.com, September, October; Congress Daily, 12 September; Congressional Quarterly Daily Monitor, 3, 11, 16, 19 September, 7, 9 October; Congressional Quarterly Midday Update, 19 September; thegreensheets.com, September, October; New York Times, 1 October; Roll Call, 12 September, 3 October; Washington Post, 12 August; 129, 30 September; 2, 6 October.    


Point of contact for this report is Georgeanne Lewis Reynolds, Ph.D., Office of Congressional Affairs, (202) 761-1058.

SENATE – SEATS VACATED

	Senator
	E & NR
	E&PW
	SASC
	Reason for Leaving

	Murkowski (R-AK)
	Ranking
	
	
	Run for Governor

	Phil Gramm (R-TX)
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Jesse Helms (R-NC)
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Robert Smith

R-NH)
	
	Chair
	
	Lost primary

	Strom Thurmond (R-SC)
	
	
	X
	Retiring

	Fred Thompson (R-TN)
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Robert Torricelli

(D-NJ)
	
	
	
	Resigned from campaign 


HOUSE – SEATS VACATED

	Member
	Approps
	Approps E&WD
	Approps

Defense
	Approps

MilCon
	HASC
	Resources
	T&I
	T&I/

WR&E
	Reason for Leaving

	Armey

(R-26-TX)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Baldacci

 (D-2-ME)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	Running for Governor

	Barcia 

(D-5-MI)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	Running for State Senate

	Barr

(R-7-GA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Lost in Primary

	Barrett

 (D-5-WI)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Lost race for Governor

	Bentsen

(D-25-TX)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Defeated for other office

	Blagojevich (D-5-IL)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Running for Governor

	Bonior 

(D-10-MI)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Lost race for Governor

	Borski

 (D-3-PA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	Retiring

	Bryant 

(R-7-TN)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Run for Senate



	Member
	Approps
	Approps 

E&WD
	Approps

Defense
	Approps

MilCon
	HASC
	Resources
	T&I
	T&I/

WR&E
	Reason for 

Leaving

	Callahan 

(R-1-AL)
	X
	Chair
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Chambliss

(R-8-GA)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Running for Senate

	Clayton

(D-1-NC)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring



	Clement

(D-5-TN)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	Running for Senate

	Condit

(D-18-CA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Lost in Primary

	Cooksey 

(R-5-LA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	Running for Senate

	Coyne 

(D-14-PA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Dixon
 

(D-32-CA)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Died

	Ehrlich

(R-2-MD)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Running for Governor

	Ganske

(R-4-IA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Running for Senate

	Gilman

(R-20-NY)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Graham 

(R-3-SC)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Running for Senate

	Hall 

(D-3-OH)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Appointed to other office

	Hansen

R-1-UT)
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	Retiring



	Member
	Approps
	Approps E&WD
	Approps

Defense
	Approps

MilCon
	HASC
	Resources
	T&I
	T&I/

WR&E
	Reason for Leaving

	Hilleary 

(R-4-TN)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Running for Gov.

	Hilliard

(D-7-AL)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Defeated in Primary

	Horn 

(R-38-CA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	Retiring

	Hutchison

(R-3-AR)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Appointed to other office

	Kerns

(R-7-IN)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	Defeated in Primary

	LaFalce

(D-29-NY)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Largent 

R-1-OK)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Running for Governor

	Mascara

(D-7-PA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	Lost in Primary

	McKinney (D-4-GA)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Lost in Primary

	Meek

(D-17-FL)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Miller

(R-13-FL)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Mink 

(D-2-HI)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Died

	Moakley

(D-9-MA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Died

	Riley

(R-3-AL)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Running for Governor

	Member
	Approps
	Approps E&WD
	Approps

Defense
	Approps

MilCon
	HASC
	Resources
	T&I
	T&I/

WR&E
	Reason for Leaving

	Rivers

(D-13-MI)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Defeated in Primary

	Roemer 

(D-3-IN)
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Sawyer 

(D-14-OH)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Defeated in Primary

	Roukema 

(R-5-NJ)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Scarborough

(R-1-FL)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Resigned

	Schaffer

(R-4-CO)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retired

	Shuster

R-9-PA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Chair
	
	Resigned

	Sisisky

(D-4-VA)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Died



	Skeen 

(R-2-NM)
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	Retired

	Spence

(R-2-SC)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Died

	Stump 

(R-3-AZ)
	
	
	
	
	Chair
	
	
	
	Retired

	Sununu

(R-1-NH)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Running for Senate

	Thune

(R-AL-SD)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	Running for Senate

	Traficant

(D-17-OH)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Expelled



	Member
	Approps
	Approps E&WD
	Approps

Defense
	Approps

MilCon
	HASC
	Resources
	T&I
	T&I/

WR&E
	Reason for Leaving

	Underwood

(D-GU)
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	Run for Governor

	Watkins

(R-3-OK)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Watts

(R-4-OK)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Retiring


Totals


6
       1

  1
    2

12
    1
        10         4


� Majority Leader


� Minority Whip


3 Replaced by Watson (D), with no seat on Approps


� Replaced by Lynch (D)


� Replaced by Forbes (R) – note party change


� Replaced by Wilson (R)


� Republican Conference Chair


� As of 17 October 2002






























































