CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 30 AUGUST 2002

FOCUS ON UPCOMING MIDTERM ELECTIONS

INTRODUCTION


It’s an exciting autumn with Congress returning next week and many close races still to be decided.  This issue of the Congressional Activities Report will highlight some of these competitive races and characterize how the win or loss of various seats would change things on the Hill.  This year, all 435 Representatives are up for re-election, as well as 34 Senators.   Last year, you will recall that when the election was decided and the President took office, the Senate was split 50/50, and therefore Republican, and that the House was also Republican, but by a fairly small margin.  Today, the Democrats control the Senate.  Four Republican Senators are retiring and a fifth is running for governor in his state.  Republicans hold the House by a scant six seats and, and due to redistricting in many states, there is talk of a shift in the balance of power to the Democrats in this chamber also.

UPCOMING COMPETITIVE RACES

There have already been primaries in 36 states.  Thus far, eight incumbents have lost their seats.  These include Brian Kerns (R-7-IN) and Frank Mascara (D-7-PA), who both sat on the Water Resources and Environment Subcommittee of the House Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) Committee; and Cynthia McKinney (D-4-GA), who held a seat on the House Armed Services Committee (HASC).  

PRIMARIES

	DATE
	STATES

	5 Mar
	California

	12 Mar
	Texas

	19 Mar
	Illinois

	7 May
	Indiana, N Carolina, Ohio

	14 May
	Nebraska, W Virginia

	21 May
	Arkansas, Oregon, Pennsylvania

	28 May
	Idaho, Kentucky

	4 Jun
	Alabama, Iowa, Mississippi, Montana,

New Jersey, New Mexico, S Dakota

	11 Jun
	Maine, N Dakota, S Carolina, Virginia

	25 Jun
	Utah

	1 Aug
	Tennessee

	6 Aug
	Kansas, Michigan, Missouri

	13 Aug
	Colorado

	20 Aug
	Wyoming, Georgia

	27 Aug
	Alaska, Oklahoma

	3 Sep
	Nevada

	7 Sep
	Delaware

	10 Sep
	Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, Maryland, New Hampshire, 

New York, Rhode Island, Vermont, Wisconsin, Minnesota

	17 Sep
	Massachusetts, Washington

	21 Sep
	Hawaii

	5 Nov
	Louisiana; Election Day



In upcoming primaries, the race between Jim Maloney (D-5-CT), who sits on the T&I Committee, and Nancy Johnson (D-6-CT), is one of the more competitive ones, pitting two Democrats against each other now that Connecticut has lost its 6th District.  Also close partly due to redistricting is another House race – that of Tim Holden (D-6-PA) and George Gekas (R-17-PA).  Mr. Holden occupies a seat on the T&I Committee also.  Mark Kennedy (R-6-MN), also a member of the same committee, is similarly experiencing a close race.  Below is a table that lists tight House races.


                                  COMPETITIVE HOUSE RACES

	REPRESENTATIVE
	HASC
	T&I

	Gekas (R-17-PA) 1 
	
	

	Holden (D-6-PA)1
	
	X

	Johnson (R-6-CT) 2
	
	

	Kennedy (R-6-MN)
	
	X

	Luther (R-2-MN)
	
	

	Maloney (D-5-CT)2
	X
	

	Morella (R-8-MD)
	
	

	Nussle (R-2-IA)
	
	

	Phelps (D-3-IL)3
	
	

	Pickering (R-3-MS)4
	
	

	Shows (D-4-MS)4
	
	

	Shimkus (R-19-IL)3
	
	

	Toomey (R-15-PA)
	
	


There have already been casualties in the House due to redistricting.  Some incumbents have bowed out of the upcoming campaign rather than be pitted against a member of their own party.  For example, Benjamin A. Gilman (R-20-NY), at 79 the oldest member of the House, chose to step aside and not to run against Sue Kelly (R-19-NY) now that their district boundaries have been redrawn. Also in New York, John LaFalce (D-29-NY) retired rather than run against Louise Slaughter (D-28-NY). Other candidates have chosen to run against each other with the inevitable result that one has lost.  This was the case in the contest between Frank Mascara (D-7-PA), who lost his bid to retain his seat in his redrawn district to John Murtha (D-12-PA). While the seat did not change parties, the Democrats effectively lost a seat in the House due to the redistricting scheme.   Mascara’s loss vacates a seat on the Water Resources and Development Subcommittee of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.   Note that in the table entitled House Seats Vacated, a total of 10 Members with seats on the T&I Committee (13%) and/or the HASC (17%) are not running for re-election, or have lost their primaries so far.    

A recent article in the Congressional Quarterly Daily Monitor (12 August 02) suggests that there are several other very competitive races in the House.  Many of these are in new districts or where there is an open seat.   Republican held seats that could go Democratic include Maryland’s second district, vacated by Republican Robert Ehrlich, who is running for governor, and Tennessee’s fourth district, where Republican Van Hilleary is running for governor of that state.  Other races thought to be tight where Republicans could lose an open seat include Alabama 3 and New Hampshire 1. Formerly Democratic seats now open that could go Republican include Ohio 3 and Indiana 2.  

According to redistricting plans that have already been approved (three states have not yet approved their plans), each party will pick up seven seats.  Texas and California will be the states to watch on Election Day. Texas picks up two seats and California one through redistricting. Due to redistricting and other factors, Republicans hope to gain a total of eight seats in Texas, and Democrats hope to gain three in California.  Roll Call also calls the races in Colorado’s new 7th District, Nevada’s new 3rd District, and North Carolina’s new 13th District close.

STATES GAINING OR LOSING CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS

	State
	# of Seats*
	Gain
	Prediction
	Lose

	Arizona
	8
	2
	50-50; D
	

	California
	53
	1
	   D
	

	Colorado
	7
	1
	50-50
	

	Connecticut
	5
	
	
	1

	Florida
	25
	2
	Both R
	

	Georgia
	13
	2
	Both D
	

	Illinois
	19
	
	
	1

	Indiana
	9
	
	
	1

	Michigan
	15
	
	
	1

	Mississippi
	4
	
	
	1

	Nevada
	3
	1
	50-50
	

	New York
	29
	
	
	2

	North Carolina 
	13
	1
	D (close)
	

	Ohio
	18
	
	
	1

	Oklahoma
	5
	
	
	1

	Pennsylvania
	19
	
	
	2

	Texas
	32
	2
	R, D
	

	Wisconsin
	8
	
	
	1


* after redistricting


No incumbent Senator has lost a primary thus far.  There are a few upcoming races that are considered competitive, however.  The seats of five Members on the Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC), three Republicans and two Democrats, may be up for grabs.  An especially competitive race is that between three-term veteran Tom Harkin (D-IA) and Greg Ganske (R-4-IA), who vacated his seat after four terms to run for the Senate.  Harkin sits on three important subcommittees of the Senate Appropriations Committee (SAC) – Defense, Energy and Water Development, and Foreign Operations.  The tightest race is said to be that of South Dakota freshman Senator Tim Johnson (D) and the very popular John Thune (R-AL-SD), who left his seat in the House, and on the T&I Committee, to run for the Senate.  Senator Johnson sits on two important SAC Subcommittees, as well as on the Energy and Natural Resources Committee.

COMPETITIVE SENATE RACES

	SENATOR
	APPROPS

DEFENSE
	APPROPS

E&WD
	APPROPS

FOR.OPS
	APPROPS

MILCON
	SASC
	E&NR
	E&PW

	Allard 

(R-CO)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Carnahan

(D-MO)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Cleland 

(D-GA)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Harkin

(D-IA)
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	

	Hutchinson

(R-AR)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Johnson 

(D-SD)
	
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	

	Smith

(R-NH)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	Ranking

	Wellstone

(D-MN)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Retiring Republicans Phil Gramm (TX), Jesse Helms (NC), Strom Thurmond (SC) and Fred Thompson (TN) are most likely going to be replaced by members of their own party, although recent poles show that Texans and Tennesseans will vote Republican by small margins.   Elizabeth Dole’s run for Senator in North Carolina has so far been very successful. Republican Frank Murkowski of Alaska, who Chairs the Resources Committee and is resigning to run for governor, will also most likely be succeeded by a Republican.

SENATE – SEATS VACATED

	Senator
	E&NR
	SASC
	Reason for Leaving

	Murkowski (R-AK)
	Ranking
	
	Run for Governor

	Phil Gramm (R-TX)
	
	
	Retiring

	Jesse Helms (R-NC)
	
	
	Retiring

	Strom Thurmond (R-SC)
	
	X
	Retiring

	Fred Thompson (R-TN)
	
	
	Retiring


HOUSE – SEATS VACATED

	Member
	Approps
	Approps E&WD
	Approps

Defense
	Approps

MilCon
	HASC
	Resources
	T&I
	T&I/

WR&E
	Reason for Leaving

	Armey

(R-26-TX)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Baldacci

 (D-2-ME)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	Running for Governor

	Barcia 

(D-5-MI)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	Running for State Senate

	Barr

(R-7-GA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Defeated in Primary

	Barrett

 (D-5-WI)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Running for Governor

	Bentsen

(D-25-TX)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Defeated for other office

	Blagojevich (D-5-IL)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Running for Governor

	Bonior 

(D-10-MI)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Running for Governor

	Borski

 (D-3-PA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	Retiring

	Bryant 

(R-7-TN)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Run for Senate

	Callahan 

(R-1-AL)
	X
	Chair
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Chambliss

(R-8-GA)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Running for Senate

	Clayton

(D-1-NC)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring



	Member
	Approps
	Approps 

E&WD
	Approps

Defense
	Approps

MilCon
	HASC
	Resources
	T&I
	T&I/

WR&E
	Reason for 

Leaving

	Clement

(D-5-TN)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	Running for Senate

	Condit

(D-18-CA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Defeated in Primary

	Cooksey 

(R-5-LA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	Running for Senate

	Coyne 

(D-14-PA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Dixon
 

(D-32-CA)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Died

	Ehrlich

(R-2-MD)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Running for Governor

	Ganske

(R-4-IA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Running for Senate

	Gilman

(R-20-NY)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Graham 

(R-3-SC)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Running for Senate

	Hall 

(D-3-OH)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Appointed to other office

	Hansen

R-1-UT)
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	Retiring

	Hilleary 

(R-4-TN)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Running for Gov.

	Hilliard

(D-7-AL)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Defeated in Primary

	Horn 

(R-38-CA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	Retiring

	Hutchison

(R-3-AR)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Appointed to other office

	Kerns

(R-7-IN)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	Defeated in Primary

	Member
	Approps
	Approps E&WD
	Approps

Defense
	Approps

MilCon
	HASC
	Resources
	T&I
	T&I/

WR&E
	Reason for Leaving

	LaFalce

(D-29-NY)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Largent 

R-1-OK)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Running for Governor

	Mascara

(D-7-PA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	Defeated in Primary

	McKinney (D-4-GA)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Defeated in Primary

	Meek

(D-17-FL)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Miller

(R-13-FL)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Moakley

(D-9-MA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Died

	Riley

(R-3-AL)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Running for Governor

	Rivers

(D-13-MI)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Defeated in Primary

	Roemer 

(D-3-IN)
	X
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Sawyer 

(D-14-OH)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Defeated in Primary

	Roukema 

(R-5-NJ)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Scarborough

(R-1-FL)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Resigned

	Schaffer

(R-4-CO)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retired

	Shuster

R-9-PA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Chair
	
	Resigned

	Sisisky

(D-4-VA)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Died



	Member
	Approps
	Approps E&WD
	Approps

Defense
	Approps

MilCon
	HASC
	Resources
	T&I
	T&I/

WR&E
	Reason for Leaving

	Skeen 

(R-2-NM)
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	Retired

	Spence

(R-2-SC)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Died

	Sununu

(R-1-NH)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Running for Senate

	Thune

(R-AL-SD)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	Running for Senate

	Traficant

(D-17-OH)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Expelled

	Watkins

(R-3-OK)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Retiring

	Watts

(R-4-OK)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	Retiring


Totals


6
       1

  1
    2

10
    1
        10         4


A CHANGE IN THE BALANCE OF POWER?

As reported in the 18 July 02 issue of Roll Call, House Minority Leader Richard A. Gephardt (D-3MO) was recently heard to say to senior aides that he thought the Democratic party could pick up as many as 40 seats in the House of Representatives in the upcoming Mid-term elections. Cited as reasons for increased Democrat popularity are the softening economy and continuing corporate scandals. Issues like prescription drugs, Social Security, affordable health care, and Medicare also favor Democrats.  The GOP, according to the 10 August 2002 issue of CQ Weekly, is running on the economy and education issues, although with the decline in the stock market since the terrorist attacks of last September and the softening of the economy, it is difficult to imagine Democrats will not make use of the Clinton Administration’s economic successes.  If the Republicans stay in power in the House or possibly take the Senate as well, campaign reform and a national energy program will be front and center. If the Democrats retain the Senate and take the House, look for more social issues, such as those mentioned above, to receive prominence.   Expect there to be a continued bipartisan emphasis on homeland security no matter who is in power.

 Most Capital Hill pundits suggest that the fate of the House rests in the change of only a handful of seats.   In a recent interview on Fox News with Brit Hume, Senior Editor of U.S. News & World Report Michael Barone noted that conservative Democrat Ralph Hall (D-4-TX) may vote to organize along with the Republicans, so that Democrats need to pick up seven seats, assuming they hold on to the seat recently vacated by expelled Member James Traficant (D-17-OH). There are currently 222 Republicans and 210 Democrats, plus two Independents that vote with each party, Virgil Goode (5-I-VA) caucuses with the Republicans, while Bernard Sanders (1-I-VT) caucuses with the Democrats.  

It may be that neither party will gain enough of an advantage from new congressional district boundaries or from incumbents leaving to cause a shift in power in the 108th Congress.  When one takes into account the House races in new Districts and in Districts where there are open seats, both parties gain several seats each.  That has been the case so far this year, but September will be a very exciting month, with 15 state primaries, including many with a large number of seats to be decided – such as Florida, Maryland, Massachusetts, and New York.   

Traditionally, the party of the Administration loses seats during the mid-term elections.  This has been the case since the Eisenhower Administration, when the Democrats gained two Senators and 19 Representatives.  President Clinton felt the squeeze in 1994, when the Republicans gained eight Senators and 52 Representatives.  Will the trend continue in 2002?  Look for an update of this report at the beginning of October when more House and Senate races will have been defined and some decided and the shape of the 108th Congress is more apparent.  Whatever the outcome in November, committees with jurisdiction over the Corps will change in make-up which may result in committee agenda changes.

Major sources: campaignline.com, August; CQ.com, 22 August; Congressional Quarterly Daily Monitor, 28 May, 12 August; CQ Weekly, 6 July, 10 August; foxnews.com, 16 August; thegreenpapers.com, 28 August; politics1.com, August; Roll Call, 18 July; rollcall.com, 12 August; Washington Post, 11 August, 13 August; washingtonpost.com, 12 August.

Point of contact for this report is Georgeanne Lewis Reynolds, Ph.D., Office of Congressional Affairs, (202) 761-1058.  

1 Opposes Holden due to redistricting


1 Opposes Gekas due to redistricting


2 Opposes Maloney due to redistricting


2  Opposes Johnson due to redistricting


3  Opposes Shimkus due to redistricting 


3 Opposes Phelps due to redistricting


4 Opposes Shows due to redistricting


4 Opposes Pickering due to redistricting


 


� Majority Leader


� Minority Whip


3 Replaced by Watson (D), with no seat on Approps


� Replaced by Lynch (D)


� Replaced by Forbes (R) – note party change


� Replaced by Wilson (R)


� Republican Conference Chair


� As of 21 August 2002
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