CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

WEEK ENDING 8 NOVEMBER 2002

MID-TERM ELECTION RESULTS

THE NEW CONGRESS

Not since 1982 has a president’s party gained Senate seats in a mid-term election, and not since the Civil War has a president gained backing in the House during mid-terms.  The Republican party bucked both trends in Tuesday’s elections.  When the lame-duck session begins on 12 November, there will be more lame ducks sitting in Congress than in most other sessions of this kind. 

When the 108th Congress convenes, the Republicans will have 51 seats, the Democrats 47, and the Independents one.  The fate of Mary Landrieu’s (D-LA) will not be decided until a run off election on 7 Dec. Even if Landrieu wins the election, the Democrats still will not have control of the Senate.  The bottom line is that the Democrats lost Georgia, Missouri, and Minnesota, while gaining Arkansas and keeping South Dakota in a very tight race between incumbent Tim Johnson, the Democrat, and Republican challenger John Thune.  The Republicans have retained control of the House of Representatives, gaining several seats.  The GOP now holds 227 seats, Democrats 204, Independents one, with three races too close to call.

Democrats are reviewing their stunning losses and trying to come up with a strategy for the future.  Perhaps their mistake was appearing to waffle on the Iraq issue by being perceived as ‘caving in’ to the President’s wishes and not making as much as they could have with the worsening economy.  Republican wins showed the public’s desire for national security and pursuing force in Iraq.  Cleary, these issues outweighed the economy issue.  The only contests where Democrats faired well was in the gubernatorial races, where they picked up three seats.

With the Republican takeover, the congressional agenda will change.  Creating the Homeland Security Agency will be front and center.  The Energy bill will regain momentum, although with Senator Murkowski leaving, the bill will need another strong champion.  Other important issues to the Republican Congress are continuing the tax cut, confirming judgeships, creating a MEDICARE benefit for prescription drugs, and allowing individuals to make deposits in private accounts for their future social security benefits.

The new Congress convenes on 7 January.  A total of 10 Senators and 54 Representatives will take the oath of office for the first time.  Three weeks later, on 28 January, President Bush gives his State of the Union address.  

SENATE 

In the 108th Congress, Tom Daschle (D-SD) and Trent Lott (R-MS) will exchange positions, with Daschle becoming Minority Leader and Lott becoming Majority Leader.  It is expected that Senators who became Ranking Members with the switch of Jim Jeffords of Vermont from Republican to Independent 14 months ago, will resume their chairmanships.  Ted Stevens (R-AK) will again be Chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee (SAC), and John Warner (R-VA) will resume his position as Chair of the Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC).  James Inhofe (OK) is likely to chair the Committee on Environment and Public Works (E&PW) because Bob Smith (NH), current Ranking Member, lost his primary.  

Frank Murkowski’s (R-AK) win of the Alaska Governorship means the Chair of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee is up for grabs. Pete Domenici (AZ) is the likely replacement, Don Nickles (OK), stepping down as Minority Whip due to term limits, will likely chair the Budget Committee, as Senator Domenici takes his new role. Mitch McConnell of Kentucky is the likely successor to Nickles as Majority Whip. Harry Reid (D-NV) will retain his position as Whip, but he will now be Minority Whip.  Senate Republicans will chose leaders officially during the Lame-Duck session, 12-14 Nov. Democrats will chose their leadership the week of 2 Dec.  Freshman orientation for all new Senators will also be that week. 

HOUSE
Tom DeLay (R-22-TX) will likely relinquish his position of Majority Whip for the even more influential position of Majority Leader, vacated by retiring Dick Armey (R-26-TX).  Dennis Hastert (R-14-IL) will remain Speaker of the House.  A new Republican Conference Chairman will be chosen since JC Watts (R-4-OK) is retiring.  Because the Democrats lost several seats, Minority Leader Dick Gephardt (D-3-MO) is resigning his position.  Chief contender for Minority Leader is the liberal Minority Whip Nancy Pelosi (D-8-CA).  If Pelosi wins, there is a chance she will alienate more conservative Democrats who may switch parties.  House Republicans will elect their leadership on 13 Nov.  House Democrats will choose their leadership on 14 Nov.

COMMITTEES  

There are a number of vacancies on committees pertinent to the Corps.  These are displayed in the table below.   The attached list contains only the results of close races, races where seats have changed parties, and races where an incumbent sitting on committees with jurisdiction over the Corps is leaving Congress. 

Major sources for this report:  The BUL, October 30; CQ Midday Update, 7 November; CQ Guide to the New Congress, 7 November; Defense Daily, 7 November; New York Times, 7 November; Washington Post, 6 November.

Point of contact for this report is Georgeanne Lewis Reynolds, Ph.D., Office of Congressional Affairs, (202) 761-1058.

CHANGES IN CONGRESS OF INTEREST TO THE CORPS

Acronyms: SAC – Senate Appropriations Cmte; SASC – Senate Armed Services Cmte; E&NR – Senate Energy and Natural Resources Cmte; E&PW – Senate Environment and Public Works Cmte;  SAC – Senate Appropriations Cmte; HAC – House Appropriations Cmte; HAC/E&DW Energy and Water Development Subc;- T&I – House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, T&I/WR&E – Water Resources and Environment Subc; Resources – House Resources Committee.
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